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ISTAKES are better never made, but the next | 
best, when an error occurs, is to correct it. If 
you have been making the mistake of failing to 
advertise your product, The Sunday School Times 
Offers you the opportunity to make correction. Why 
not begin in an early issue ? 




















For Me 


By Laura S. F. Woodruff 


ORD Jesus, Creator 
» (Of. Héaven, earth, and sea,;* ~~ 
Came down from His glory 
To make room for me. 
The Son of Jehovah, 
The Heir to the throne, 
Stepped down into my place 
To give me His own. 


He was laid in a manger 
That I might have birth 

Inthe kingdom of Heaven, 
Through His infinite worth, 

My.place was the cross-tree 
Qf anguish and shame ; 

He died there to give me 
New life in His ‘name. 


His cup was of wormwood, 
That mine might be sweet, — 
I'll serve Him forever, 
My heart at His feet. 
Lord Jesus, Creator 
Of Heaven, earth, and sea, 
Thy Spirit createth 
A new heart in me! 


“ What Nobody Believes” 


“The Book Nobody Knows” seems fast becoming 
This is brought out 
by the public discussion of the changes in the Church 
0 d Prayer Book, Last month the Church 
Aster? after two days of strenuous debate, voted 

accept the proposed revision. The House o 
Bishops voted 34 to 4 for the changes; the House 
of Clergy, 253 to 31; only in the House of Laity 
was there a vote for the old faith, 23 for the changes 
to 92 against. The revision, as is well known, tends 
to break down unquestioning acceptance of God’s 
Word, and moves. the Anglican Church toward Rome’s 
belief and practice. In the marriage service, the pas- 
sage in the Prayer Book saving that God ‘appointed 
that “out of man woman should take her beginning” is 
struck out in the revision. And Canon Wilson, of 








‘Cheltenham, is reported as having said- in debate when 
“Could anything. 


urging the adoption of the revision: 


* reputation, and “took upon 


be more unsuitable for a young married couple to be 
told what nobody -believes——that woman was created 
out of man?” “Nobody believes,” says this Church of 
England clergyman, what God declares, that “the rib, 
which the Lord God had taken from man, made he 
a woman, and brought her unto the man... . There- 
fore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and 
shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh” 
(Gen. 2: 22-24). The Lord Jesus quoted and authen- 
ticated this record of creation and the divine origin 
of marriage (Matt. 19: 4-6). But professing Chris- 
tian ministers reject the Word of the Holy Spirit and 
the Son. Let us praise God that the contemptuous 
word of defiance, “nobody believes,” is not true, but 
that a vast multitude on earth still rejoices that “the 
word of the Lord endureth for ever.” 


KK 
The Way of Exaltation 


If we would rise higher we must go lower. If 
we would go to the highest heights that God offers 
us, we must first go to the lowest depths. The Lord 
Jesus Christ had to follow this order, and “the serv- 
ant is not greater than his lord.” We reac that 

“when the time was come that he should be re eived 
up, he steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem” 
(Luke 9:51). In order to be received up, he myst 
first go down. “To go to Jerusalem” meant to go 
to the cross. It was the last and lowest of the seven 
downward steps taken by the Son of God, who was 
equal with God, yet counted not this equality with 
Goda thing to be grasped, “but made himself of no 
- him the form of a servant, 
and was made in the uethess of men: and being found 
in fashion aS a man, he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” 

It was because the Son not only for thirty-three years 
had lived in humble obedience as a human servant of 
no reputation, after emptying himself of the equal 
glory he had had with God from all eternity, but 
finally laid down his life in death as a malefactor 


under God’s condemnation on ‘die cfoss, which is 
the place of the curse (Gal. 3: 13), that there came 
to him the exaltation he never had had or could have 
had in any other way. ‘“‘WHEREFoRE God also hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name which 
is above every name.” The “wherefore” is the word 
immediately following “cross.” Without the depths 
of the cross there could not have been the heights 
of Christ’s unique exaltation. Because the time was 
come for him to be received up, he steadfastly went 
down. We are not asked to go as low as Christ 
went. There is only one Calvary; only he could bear 
the sins of the whole worid; and only he has the name 
which is above every name. But we must go to his 
Calvary with him, by faith being crucified with him 
and dying unto sin, if we would be lifted into his 
presence and fellowship and, share with him the ex- 
altation of being “blessed with all spiritual blessings 
in heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). 


PA 
When We Won’t 


God’s will never. makes us restless, — unless, in- 
deed, we are resisting his will, When we yield to him 
fully, and trust him, we know what the peace of God 
means; the rest of faith, the quietness of his omnipo- 
tent sufficiency. Then our natural over-activity is 
replaced by his quiet, effective working. And as a 
rule most of us would do more for the Lord by doing 
less. To an active Christian worker who had been 
forced by illness to do much less than usual, a loving 
Christian friend older.in years and riper in experi- 
ence wrote? “You do much more by going slow than 
fast. Your text is Psalm 23:2: ‘He maketh me to 
lie down,’ — for you won't unless you’re made!” How 
much we all owe to those times when God indeed has 
MADE us stop our work, and lie down, and rest. He 
graciously does it for. us when we won't. He is 
waiting to enrich our life and ministry with still 
greater blessings when we rest and lie down without 
being. made to. 


Our Lord’s Question for Today 


(74 EVERTHELESS when the Son of man 

cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” 

(Luke 18:8.) This question so searching] ingly 
propounded by our Lord checks our boasting of mo 
ern progress and bids us think. Little faith there 
was at his first coming, we know. The question indi- 
cates that there may be less at his second appearing. 
It is one of the signs of the times that today there 
is a widespread lack of confidence. It is an omni- 
present cancer in the social system. It keeps the di- 
vorce mill busy; it breeds “bloc complexes” that 
threaten the wreck of our civic institutions; it de- 
stroys prospects of a world-peace. It is true that 
offenses will thus come even unto the end of the age 
and that the Christian sees in these things a fulfillment 
ef prophecy. Nevertheless, it behooves us in our in- 
dividual experiences and in our relation to life to de- 
plore and combat the pernicious presence and power 
of the tendencies to ruin. which carnal faithlessness 
invokes. 

This suggestion receives fotce from the context. 
Christ's ——- has a meaning, relating to 
himself, for he had just spoken on the importunate 
praver ‘of persisting faith. It is well for us to take 
this lesson to heart. Regardless of the date of his 
second appearing, a gracious, Heaven-sent revival is 
the will of God; and regardless of the signs of the 
times, it behooves those who know God to pray, be- 
lieving that God will answer; not limiting his time 
or way, but asserting the certainty. 

We do not need to look far to fico the objective 
points of modern faithlessness. Three cardinal ones 
may be mentioned. 

1. In regard to the Bible, which the Christian be- 
lieves not only to contain but also to be the Word of 
God, a wide-flung anti-Christian propaganda has en- 
deavored to destroy confidence. Some concede that 
the Bible’s ideas are inspired but deny inspiration to 
its words; others deny both, asserting it to be an out- 


cerahos of human experience interpreting the divine. 
ut see what God’s Word says on that point: 

“Every word of God is pure” (Prov, 30:5). 

“The scripture cannot be broken” (John 10: 35). 

“Which things also we speak, not in the words 
which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy 
Ghost teacheth” (1 Cor. 2: 13). 

“From a child thou hast eeocin the holy scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness : that the man of God may be per- 
fect, throughly furnished unto all good eorka’” (2 
Tim. 3: 15-17). 

“God, who at stindry times and in divers manners 
spake: in time past unto the fathers by the prophets” 
(Heb. 1:1). 

“For the prophecy came ee t old time by the will 
of man: but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 1:21). 

From these citations, but a few out of many, we 
see what a divine origin and import belong to the 
Bible, and how shallow are the spurious conjectures of 
the anti-Christian theorists whose hearts are barren 
of faith and too blind to see. The Bible is the Word 
of God. What we really know of God, of Christ, of 
sin, of redemption, of the issues of life we_ have 
learned from the Word of God. Failure to trust it 
invites the grossest delusions of error, ranging from 
Spiritism to agnosticism. Faith anchored in the Bible 
gives. an intelligent interpretation of life. We need 
a revival of faith in and study of the Book of books: 
The fast growing decline of confidence in it, in so- 
calied Christian lands, is a sure sign of the faithless- 
ness the Lord Jesus predicates of the latter days of 
this age. 

2. Jesus of Nazareth is the Son.of God in a unique 
sense, even as he claimed for himself: the God-Man, 
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Immanuel. Again, let us refer to the Jaw and the 
testunony; for if men “speak not according to this 
Fp it is because there is no light in them” (lsa. 

: 20). 

“in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and’ the Word was God. The same was 
in the beginning with God. All things were made 
by him; and without him was not any thing made 
that was made” (John 1: 1-3). 

“I and my Father are one’ (John 10: 30). 

“He that seeth me seeth him that sent me” (John 
12: 45). 

“He that hath seen me hath seen the Father” (John 
14:9). 

“Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for 
ever” (Rom. 9:5). 

“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ” (Titus 2:13). 

This makes Christ’s deity utterly distinct from any 
element of “divinity” attaching to fallen men. Man 
Originally was made in God's image, but is now sadly 
wrecked. His very capacity of response is possible 
only by the power of the Holy Spirit working in the 
hearts of men, who is the active enduement of Him 
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who “lighteth every man that cometh into the world” 
(John 1:9). “Why callest thou me good? none is 
good, save one, that is, God” (Luke 18:19), said the 
Jord Jesus, implying his own Godhead and calling 
forth from his questioner a deeper reverence. This 
is an age of man-worship, humanism, adoration of 
materialistic science, self-love, self-deifying; and in 
order to this, Christ must needs be made a pigmy in 
men’s eyes. This is a sure sign of the faithlessness 
of these latter days. 

The experience of those who have radically changed 
for good the stream of human history has rooted it- 
self in faith that acknowledges Jesus to be what he 
is: God with us. Reverently confessing his supreme 
deity and recognizing their own impotence, they have 
found him mighty to save and strong to deliver. Give 
us a whole Bible, and an eternal, omnipotent Christ, 
sacrificed for our sins and raised for our justification, 
and the sin-problem is solved. 


3. Personal, saving faith may be mentioned last. 
Creeds are important as. indicative rallying-points ; 
but they are impotent withcut divine power within. 
Creedlessness is an impossibility, yet creeds do not 
save. “The devils also believe, and trembie” (Jas. 

(Concluded on page 497) 





Readers’ Views of 
“The Christ of the Indian Road” 


When I opened my paper this week (June 25) and read 
the “Open Letters” on “The Christ of the Indian Road,” 
the tears almost came to my eyes, and I said, “Thank 
the Lord that He has taken care of it, and it is to be 
made clear!” Our pastor and others are all wild over 
the book, but somehow I felt it was not spiritual, and it 
did not appeal to me; when I read your article I saw 
that the Spirit had guided and that others had felt the 
question: bleness of the book. I had not, before, heard 
a word of criticism, and I had said to myself, “Is it all 
my mistake?” You: articles will arouse opposition, but 
God is able to take care of it—A Massachusetts reader. 


Letters like this began to come to The Sunday 
Schoo! Times as soon as its “Notes on Open Letters” 
announcement of the editorials on Dr. Stanley Jones’ 
book had appeared. The first letter received criti- 
cised the Times severely for its “decidedly unchris- 
tian” action in condemning the book. But the letters 
of appreciation have far outnumbered the criticisms. 
The editorials analysing the book were published in 


the Times of July 2 and 9, being entitled “The Christ | 


of India, or of the Bible?” and “Seven Typical Errors 
in Popular Religion.” 

rom a widely known Bible teacher and missionary 
leader comes the follow:ng heartening word: 


I have not skimmed over your articles concerning 
“The Christ of the Indian Road,” but have read them 
word for word.’ May I say as a result that I am pro- 
foundly thankful that you have written the criticism. 
You have been entirely fair to Dr. Jones, and entirely 
true to God, and more than this one cannot wish. 


I had not read the book throughout, but had looked 
over it sufficiently to know that it was untrustworthy, 
and I had spoken to several about its dangerous ten- 
dencies. Your articles put my thoughts into clear 
form, ana I am thankful to God that they will have a 
large reading. 


How superficial the thoughts of men are, including 
even the thoughts of good men! The difficulty arises, 
it seems to me, as a result of thinking apart from the 
Word of God. I sometimes think, if I were free for it, 
that I would give myself to going to and fro in the 
country, and speaking upon one theme enly, namely, 
the divine and plenary inspiration of the Scriptures. 
This doctrine, it appears to me, is fundamental to all 
right thinking, and it is the need of the-time. I am very 
grateful to God that you in your place of great influence 
are keeping wholly loyal to the truth. 


Another letter is evidence of the real need of a 
thorough discussion and disclosure of the teachings 
in Dr. Jones’ book: 


I have read with interest the “Notes on Open Letters” 
concerning “The Christ of the Indian Read.” I am so 
glad you are to give us a review of this book. I can 
hardly wait for it. 


The book was given to me as a Christmas gift by my 
pastor, arid highly recommended by him. He said that 
he had read it through several times, and that he liked 
it better and better. Lately it was again highly recom- 
mended in one of our Swedish Cevenant papers. 


As I read it I had to put quite a few question marks in 
the margin, and it did not ring true to me. I thought of 
writing you about it, but, being an unlettered woman, 
I felt shy of doing so, and I began te pray God to bring 
out the truth in the Times; and I wish to thank Him 
for answered prayer. 


I thank God for your paper and its uncompromisiag 
stand for the Word of God and the Name of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. May he continue to bless 
you and the ministry of The Sunday School Times, for 





“The blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and he addeth 
no sorrow with it.”—An Illinois reader. 


In The Sunday School Times’ editorials no attempt 
was made to show every unscriptural teaching or 
serious omission in the book: these are so numerous 
that it would require another book to discuss them 
all. Seven outstand:ng errers were pointed out. Now 
a keen-visioned United Presbyterian pastor in Ohio 
sets forth two other harmful aspects of the book: 


I am taking the liberty of wrfting to thank you for 
the review of Dr. E. Stanley Jones’ book, “The Christ of 
the Indian Road.” I was hoping you would do just 
as you hve done. It was needed. Even many “Barna- 
bzses” have been led away by this book. 

There are two things I wish you might have touched on. 

The first is found in the Preface. There the author 
says the book is “an. attempt to describe how Christ 
is hecoming naturalized. upon the Indian Road.” That 
is just it. It is an attempt to “naturalize” Christ. In- 
stead of bringing the people of India into harmony with 
the Christ of the Bible, there is an attempt to bring the 
Christ of the Bible into harmony with the ideals of the 
people of India. 


The writer of this letter is a naturalized citizen of the 
United States. When he was naturalized he had to 
renounce ‘allegiance to every other government, espe- 
cially to the one under whose flig he was born. If 
Christ is being “naturalized” in India, it means that 
Christ is giving up his distinctive characteristics to suit 
the Indian ideal. It is the very opposite of what Paul 
wrote of the Thessalonians, “Ye turned to God from 
idols to serve the living and true God; and to wait for 
his Son from heaven.” If Christ is being “naturalized” in 
India, there is no turning to God from idols. Indeed, 
one might set dewn the popularity of the book to that 
very thing. One might sum up the whole teaching of 
the book in this phrase, “Ye can have Christ and keep 
your idols.” 


The other thing that I wich you had stressed follows 
naturally. There is net a word in the book about re- 
pentance. There is no intimation that the Indian will 
have to repent. He can have Christ and his idols. And 
yet. the Lord Jesus told the disciples on the first even- 
ing after the resurrection that the whole purpose of his 
coming into the workil, the whole purpose ef his 
suffering and death, the whole purpose of his resur- 
rection, was that repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in his name in all nations (Luke 
24 : 44-48). A study of the Acts and Epistles will show 
how the apestolic church heeded that purpose. Paul 
summed up the whole of his wonderful ministry at 
Ephesus in these words: “Testifying both to the Jews, 
and also to the Greeks, repentance toward Ged, and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ.’”” But in The Christ of 
the Indian Road there is nothing said about repentance. 
The Christ of the Indian Road is not the Christ of the 
Bible. The Gospel presented in The Christ of the Indian 
Road is not the Gospel of the grace of God. 


Another pastor, serving a Presbyterian church in 
New York State, frankly admits having overlooked 
some of the errors in the book, and analyzes its mis- 
leading appeal in a very discerning way: 


I have just read the second of the analytical editorials 
on “The Christ of the Indian Road,” and am very 
pleased at the accuracy of the analysis and the fairness 
of the criticism. This book is proving very deceptive, and 
many of us are among the fooled. A-review of the book 
has been given in a number of the leading churches in 
our Presbytery, and I reviewed it before our local Pres- 
byterian ministers’ group last February Although I did 
note some of the dangers to which you referred in detail, 
E missed much ef the error in the book, just because I 
was not looking for it and was so favorably ‘impressed 
with the author’s evident sincerity, 


AUGUS: 20, 1927 


I think the reason why this book has been a source of 

holesale deception of real Christian peopie is in 1s 
method of development. We all know that the summum 
bonum for’ us here is to have Christ fill our horizon 
(p. 10). We didn’t so much notice that the theology was 
wrong because we were carried along by his spirit. 
Such references as that you referred to in the Times of 
July 2 (taken from page 30 of the book), on the change 
of missionary motive, got by with some: of us just be- 
cause we expected at the moment of reading that he did 
not himself hold these views, and that later he would 
state the correct view of the old Gospel in a new age. 
But when we got further in the book we forgot the 
statement in the new problems he discussed! 


What I am trying to illustrate from:this is the way in 
which a line of teaching may be injected in small doses 
and the victim hardly know that the poison is there. 
I am certain that Dr. Jones did not intend harm, but I 
am more than ever convinced that we must be scrip- 
turally taught, and indeed saturated, in order to get, 
as they are offered us, the subtle insinuations that 
Satan would inject. 


You have done the evangelical church avery -réal, and 
I hope much appreciated, service. 


First-hand evidence of the unhealthy influence of 
this popular teacher and writer is now coming to the 
Times from those who have heard Dr. Jones speak 
and have watched his work in India. Thus a. well- 
known Christian educator in the South writes: 


I rejoice that you have the courage of your convic- 
tion in warning your readers about Dr. Jones’. book, 
“The Christ of the Indian Road.” vi 5 

It is too subtle and insidious for the ordinary reader, 
and generally is highly praised even by most consrerva- 
tive people. : 

I have just returned from India, and heard Dr. Jones 
at Cawnpore this spring speak on “The Meaning. of 
the Cross.” It was a great speech, and held his largely 
non-Christian audience spellbound. 

Only after he had finished did I begin to wonder, for 
he hadn’t said a thing that could possibly give offense 
to any Hindoo or Moslem present. Where was the 
offense of the cross that Paul spoke of? It was con- 
spicuous by its absence. The climax of his speech was 
that Christ’s death on the cross was a demonstration of 
the Father’s sacrificial love, and that was all; no atone- 
ment, no bearing of our sins in his own body. 

Christ of the Indian Road is a Christ so presented 
as net to offend any Indian, whatever his religion 
may be. 

I found the same thing all around: the world: sin 


minified, man magnified, and the cross shorn of all 
offense. 





The testimony of those who know India .is_ signif- 
icant, as several letters show. A Kentucky reader 
writes: 


I have been told recently that some Indian mission- 
aries say the book is so written that Americans in this 
country cannot see the deadliness of it, as those wha 
know India-da. 


A m’ssionary from India now in California con- 
firms this in the following letter: 


I am so glad to see. the criticisms :of- the book, “The 
Christ of the India Road,” in the recent issues of your - 
paper. I have felt with many others that some voice 
should be lifted up in exposing the suhtle error of the 
author in this presentation of his work in India, | 

I am a missionary from India, and have known much 
of Dr. Jones’ work in the past, and have rejoiced to 
know of God’s working through him. But something 
has come into Dr. Jones’ ministry there — into himself, 
of course—which has changed this ministry; and, though 
I would be among the minority of missionaries who 
detect this change, my heart has been greatly saddened 
by the change in Dr. Jones’ work. 

He is very popular, as of course you know; and even 
by some of the really earnest missionaries he is ac- 
counted as perhaps the greatest leader or teacher to 
the educated classes. 

I have been repeatedly asked my opinion of his book 
since coming home last year, and have always had to 
reply that, although there were many good and fine 
things in the book, and much to recommend it, yet I con- 
sidered it a very dangerous volume, because the Christ 
Dr. Jones is presenting to the Indians is not the Saviour 
of sinners. Did he present this: Christ to the educated 
Hindus and Moslems, as their only ‘hope for escape 
from their lost condition, I feel sure he would receive a 
different reception by them. 

I rejoice that these errors are being: brought to light, 
so that earnest people will see how things are. We who 
know the “India. setting” cam see more clearly when 
the wrong teaching is given, I suppose. _ : 

I would like to order a half dozen copies of each of the 
three issues containing the criticisms of the book, that I 
may send to some of my “parish” “in India. It will help 
them’ to see how others look at the book, and perhaps 
give more weight to my view as given to them. 


In an early issue of The Sunday School Times 
letters from other missionaries in India will be pub- 
lished, showing the deep concern over the teachings 
of Dr. Jones’ book that is felt among those who un- 
derstand India and realize her need of the true teach- 
ings of the Scriptures. These letters will be given, 
not in order to prolong the discussion of a regrettable 
subject, but to place in the hands of God’s people in- 
formation that may serve for guidance and safe 
guarding in these perilous days. ' 
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What Is a Revival? 


The Holy Spirit's unexpected answer to the 
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’ Wales. 


WAS brought up in a home that was religious but 

was not godly. I never remember family prayers 

in the home, or my father ever speaking to me 
about the things of God. I was left at twelve years 
of age to support. myself. I started to work in a 
foundry as an apprentice, and at thatetender age when 
most boys are still at school, I started to work for 
my daily bread, leaving home at five o’ciock in the 
morning, and -getting back about six o’clock at night. 
I do not remember much of childhood. Then I he- 
came connected with church, and in due course be- 
came a preacher. I preached my first sermon on my 
twenty-first birthday. It is possible to be active in 
the service of the church without having any knowl- 
edge of God, or of the redeeming grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. As time went on I became imbued with 
socialistic ' ideas, and preached democracy. In the 
furtherance of this plan, I had a class of five hundred 
or six hundred working men on ‘Sunday afternoons 
in a great industrial center in England, where I then 
lived. We met under the flag of Christianity, and 
ropagated the principles of Christian socialism, I 
elieved at that time that there was a divine spark in 
every man, and that it only needed the right and proper 
environment for. that spark to be fanned into a flame. 
I believed that the~flame would so grow that the 
man himself should, by the process of a divine evo- 
lution, develop after the image and conformity of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.. I believed that; I-beiieved it 
sincerely; I preached it to these men. 
I Go to Write Up the Spirit’s Working 

In the years 1914 and 1915 there appeared, from 
time to time, strange stories in the press as to.extraord- 
inary manifestations of divine power taking place in 
I am a Welshman, and coming from Welsh 
stock, this appealed to me. At’ that time I was writ- 
ing a good -deal, and 1 had a request from an ed:tor 
of one of the magazines of the day, asking if I could 
‘go down to Wales and report on these scenes that were 
taking piace, and give an unvarnished opinion as to 
what was the meaning of it all. So I-arranged my 
business, and went down to Wales. A minister of 
the Gospel, and also a deacon, went with me. Like 
Moses, we stepped aside to see the great sight of a 
bush that was burning, and yet not consumed. The 
three of us went in a critical spirit. My deacon friend 
was an Englishman, and I said to him, “When we 
get there, we shall see that this is merely emotion, 
and we shall be able to trace it to its source. Let us 


- three, independently, take notes, and at the end of each 


day compare eur notes and thus make a judicial -sum- 


“ mary, and settle the whole thing.” 


I recognized éverything but God. Not one of the 
three of us knew God; neither the minister, nor his 
deacons, for I-was a deacon, too. We knew a great 
deal of créed and dogma; but of God the Father, of 


. God the Son, and of God the Holy Ghost, we dis- 
- covered that we knew nothing of the triune God. In 


the course of time we reached the revival; that is to 
say, the locality in which the revival was taking place, 


* for by this time the revival had spread over nearly 
. the. whole of South Wales. 


We reached a little town 
in. Wales about ten o’clock at night, and were going 
to stay with the mother of the minister, for she re- 
sided in that town. We went. to her house and the 
maid opened the door for us, The minister asked for 
his mother, and the maid said she was down at the 
chapel... The minister rather crossly said, “Whatever 
is she doing at-the chapel at-this time of night?” The 
maid said, “I do not know, but there is a meeting going 
on in our chapel. I came away an hour ago, and it 
had been going on then for four hours. I never saw 
anything like it before.” I was a business man, and 
I like to get things through, so I said to them, “This 
is what we have come to see, isn’t it?” The minister 


said, “It may be, but I am not. going to see any re- 


vival at ten o’élock at night.” The deacon, who 

an older man than either of us, said: “And I am too 
tired.” “But,” I said, “fellows, what are we come 
for?” I was afraid the revival would be all over 
before morning, and I wanted to get a chance to use 
my notebook and pencil, and here these two were argu- 
ing about its being ten,o’clock at night. Anyway, I 
felt that I must go, for here was something that we 
did not understand. I said: “Whoever heard of a 
meeting going on for five hours; something is wrong 
about it, and we must. investigate.” They saw I was 
determined, and I said I thought they had better come 
along; and so we went. - 

We were like the spies who went to Canaan, who 
had already determined about the giants and the walled 
Cities, and we were looking for what we expected to 
see. -I will, however, tel! you what we did see. We 
went into the schoolroom and found there a lot of 
yourg people. It was a Christian Endeavor meeting, 


_ said, “Well now, that is good of you; 


Mr. Williams, who here tells the story of his con- 
version, is Home Director of the North East India 
General Mission, Incorporated. Readers and friends 
of ‘Tine Sunday School times who may desire this 
testimony to Goa’s convicting power and saving 
grace for distribution may obtain copies in pam- 
phlet form, by addressing H. H. Coleman, Secre- 
of the North East India General Mission, 
1213 Pennsylvania Bldg., Philadelphia. 








and the children had started a prayer-meeting. I do 
believe their angels always see the face of their Father. 
These children had begun to pray, and the minister 
had broken down listening to their prayers. Then 
their parents came to see where Johnnie, Mary, Mar- 
tha, and little Billy were and as they camé through the 
door, they heard these children praying, and they sat 
down until at last neariy all the parents. of all the chil- 
dren were there. We arrived there about ten o’clock 
and the place was full: We listened to the little chil- 
dren praying, and the minister sat there in the midst 
of them with tears rolling down his cheeks. I had 
gone in with my notebook and my nice pencil to 
analyze God, and I took it out, looked at it, looked 
at the minister, and I thought, “What is he crying 
for?” and then [ thought, “I have it! This-is emotion.” 
I took my book, and was just ready to make a 
note, when the m‘nister said to my friend who knew 
him very well, as he had been a lad in the same Sun- 
day-school: “Brother, won’t you say a word?” But 
my friend was in an atmosphere where his brain would 
not work, and his heart could not work, so he shook 
his head and pointed to me. He knew that I was 
trained in public debating and I was always supposed 
to be ab.e to get up at a moment's notice and speak 
on any subject from a potato to the hemisphere. The 
dear old minister looked at me, and said: “My brother, 
have you got a word from the.Lord?” Well, now, 
if he had asked me to give an address I could have 
done it, or if he had asked me to preach a sermon, — 
but to put it that way, “Have you got a word from 
the Lord’! Well, I got up, opened my mouth, and 
stood there for quite a time with it open. Nota sound! 
Then I looked down and I saw these dear children, 
the oldest of them could not be more than fourteen 
or fifteen, all looking at me with their eyes wide open, 
wondering what the stranger was going to say, and 
the stranger looked at them. Something gripped the 
heart of the stranger, and then the man who wanted 
to write about emotion began to weep, and all he 
could say was: “Oh, children, pray for me.” That 
was the most eloquent sermon that I ever preached in 
my life. And before you could say anything those 
children jumped up, closed around me, got hold of 
my coat, hands and fingers, and said, “Yes, we will 
pray for you; O hallelujah, we will pray for you.” 
I looked down at them, and I was deeply moved, and 
I am going 
to hear Evan Roberts, and I do not know what may 
happen.” 
A Long Night of Agony’ - 
And I did not. Things were happening so 
quickly that I did not know what might happen next. 
The meeting broke up, we went back, and I. shared 
the room with the minister, who got precious little 
sleep that night. I got less, for I was up, and was 
praying, and I did not know what-had ‘happened. I 
know now. I was under deep conviction of sin, and 
I said to Mr. A—, “You have been to'college, and you 
know all about these things, but I have sinned against 
God.” He said, “I told you that you ought not to go 
to that meeting; it was too late; I know you are tired.” 
I was a railway man, and was accustomed to traveling 
ten to fourteen hours a day. How the world will try 


~ 


to find excuses rather than admit the work of the © 


Spirit of God! So he. said this, that, and the other 
thing, as I went through that long night of agony. 
I was up at five o’clock «he next morning, and got 
those fellows out of bed, and said, “Come, there is a 
train at a quarter past six.” 

It was a dark January morning, and as we came 
near the place where I thought Evan Roberts was at 
work, we called a porter, and said, “Come here, can 
you tell me where the revival is?” ‘He just gave me 
one look, began to cry, and said, “I don’t know, but 
it is in me!” It did not matter where you were. It 
reminds me of the days when even the bells of the 
horses shall have inscribed upon them “Holiness unto 
the Lord.” That is revival. It is revival when men 
in the street are afraid‘to open their lips and give 
vent to blasphemy that may be in their hearts because 
of the Spirit and the atmosphere around them. It is 
revival when sinners fall down, without any apparent 


reason; when they cry out for mercy at the street 
corner ; when the whole town is overawed by the pres- 
ence of God;*when every shop becomes a pulpit, and 
every home becomes a sanctuary, and every hearth be- 
comes an altar, and every lip is touched by the flame 
of God’s presence. And that is how it was in Wales. 
Whosoever spoke spoke with bated breath. It was 
as if men were walking in the corridors of the heavenly 
city, as if they were conscious of the presence of the 
omnipotent God, and walking softly and humbly be- 
fore him. We reached the piace, and the station was 
a mile away from the village. I know nothing of 
how I covered that mile but they told me afterward 
it was just like Bunyan, running from the City of 
Destruction, When the Spirit of God puts his hook 
into a man and begins to draw, neither seas nor con- 
tinents, neither the eyes of men, nor the fears of the 
world can stop the march of that soul, until it finds 
peace. The drawing power of God was manifest that 
night and that day; and there in the dawn of that 
oe morning, there was a man running for his 
ife. 

At last I came to the church, and outside of the 
chapel I found a group of people, and said,. “Where 
is Evan Roberts?” Mark you, I thought that he would 
be up at any hour of the day or night. ‘“Whereabouts 
is Evan Roberts?” They said, “We do not know.” 
“Well, where is the revival meeting?” “Why, every- 
where, of course.” And so I asked, “Is there a meet- 
ing here?” “Oh, yes, there is a meeting on here, but 
you cannot go in.” “Well, shall I have to go on to the 
next village? Is there any other chapel?” “Oh, yes, 
there are other chapels, but they are all filled.” “But,” 
I said, “it is only a quarter to eight in the morning.” 
“Oh, that may be,” they said. “Well, when did this 
service begin?” “Well, it really began at six o’clock 
last night.” And so it was. Men forgot the ordinary 
vocations of the day. Miners forgot to go down to 
the pit, and when they did go down into the bowels 
of the earth, those men gathered together in groups, 
and prayed to almighty God. That is revival when 
grace spreads over the whole community. Down there 
in the depths prayer was being made for China, for 
India, and for the whole world by these men who had 
just come out of darkness. 

Satan’s Temporary Victory 

‘Some of the people came out of the chapel and we 
slipped in. My friends had overtaken me, and went 
-in with me. We were seated just by the door. And 
there, all at once, the Devil came in. It was as if I 
had been led into the very wilderness. The Devil 
came and said, “Well, now, you are making a fool 
of, yourself. What about that article you have to 
write?” I said, “Yes, of course, what about that ar- 
ticle?” My mind began to work, and the flesh lusted 
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh. 
The thoughts of men and the carnal mind that is in 
us are against God, and there the conflict was going 
on. At last it seemed as if the flesh triumphed, and I 
became cold and cynical. I began to analyze the whole 
thing from a fleshly standpoint and it seemed as if 
the Spirit of God withdrew and my old self was left. 

Then I began to make some notes, as the service 
went on, Oh, the singing and the prayers, —first in 
English, then in Welsh, and then somebody would 
break out in French. It seemed as if all the languages 
were there, but there was no confusion, there was 
no lack of harmony, because God was the presiding 
genius of it all, and the Holy Spirit had charge of the 
meetings. As it went on, my heart: grew colder and 
colder, until at last the enemy whispered, “You are one 
of those that cannot enter in; you are one of those that 
cannot be saved; this salvation, this grace, this power, 
is not for you. It may be for others, but it is not 
for you.” How I hate the Devil! How I hate him 
for his lies, for his caricature of truth, for his malig- 
nant hatred of the children of men, for the lifelong 
misery he has brought into the world! How I glory 
in the cross of Jesus, in the triumph of Calvary that 
has put Satan under the feet of my Lord, in the lib- 
eration that comes to the captives who are imprisoned 
by Satan, in the glorious freedom that is the heritage 
of the children of God! That is the lie that the Devil 
told me, that I could not be saved. Then somebody 
began to talk in Welsh. I had not heard any Welsh 
since I was eight years of age, but I listened and 
understood. Then some one began to sing. I cannot 
translate it in all the beauty and loveliness of its 
truth, —it was something about the Lamb, the Lamb 
of Calvary. They sang that refrain over and over: 

“The Lamb, the Lamb, the bleeding Lamb, 
The Lamb that died for me.” 


And I found myself singing “The Lamb that died 
for me.” All at once, I realized what I was saying, 
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“The Lamb that died for me.” God said, “This is 
for you. The Devil is a tiar; he was a liar from the 
beginning.” The truth of God penetrated through my 
conscience until there was something in my soul that 
gripped,—the Lamb that died tor me. The next 
thing 1 knew -was that 1 was standing up, and my 
voice sounded through that great church, “Oh, people, 
pray for me.” The whole audience seemed to turn 
itself into a stream of intercession. As they prayed, 
1 felt the power of God, and I knew it was God. 
God does not have to educate us, we know by the wit- 
ness of the Holy Spirit that we are begotten of God, 
and that we have passed from death unto life. I knew 
it then, and I was overcome with the joy and the won- 
der of it, ‘ 


Oh, peopie, do not lose the sense of wonder. Un- 
less you become as little children, you cannot see the 
kingdom of God, and the child is full of wonder. You 
can never have a revival if you lose the sense of won- 
der, Do you wonder what God will do for you to- 
night? Did you come into his house hai:owed by the 
prayers of his children, or as a matter of course as 
you would go into a store or into any other hall? 
Do you always come through that door, saying, “What 
will He do tonight?” “What will He say to me this 
morning?” “What has He for me?’ as if no one 
else were in the world except you and your Lord? I 
have never lost that sense of wonder. | am aiways 
wondering what God is going to do, and he has done 
some strange things with me. At a time when most 
men retire into what they term a well-earned rest, at 
nearly sixty years of age, he took me out into the 
mission field, and landed me upon the borders ot Rus- 
' gia, and then brought me back to London, and here 
1 am in America. I am wondering what he will do 
next, and. where I shall go. 1 am sure only of this, 
that 1 shall never go anywhere without him. 

So, dear friends, there is revival when God takes 
possession of every faculty, when every part of: your 
being is absolutely surrendered to him, You cannot 
walk with God if there are two wills. There must 
be only one wiil, the dominating will of the divine 
Person. Do you know anything of the pressure, the 
burden of the sins of others? This is what I mean 
by burden: “Lord, how long shail the wicked tri- 
umph? How long shali they utter and speak hard 
things? and all the workers of iniquity boast them- 
selves?” Do you want a revival for your church? for 
the purposes of your church? You will not get it. But 
if you are stirred to the very depths of ycur being 
because the honor of God is jeopardized and because 
your Lord and Master is brought under the contempt 
of men; if you are crucified with Christ and have 
entered into his death; if you are willing to suffer with 
him, and suffer because of him; if the sin of the worid 
around you hurts you, and causes your heart to throb 
and to ache until you cry out because of the very bur- 
den of it, “Lord, how long, how long, how long shall 
the wicked triumph? How long shall they utter and 
speak hard things, and all the workers of iniquity 
boast themselves?” ah, beloved, if that is why you 
want a revival you can have it. 

Are yea concerned because sin stalks through the 
land, and because the children of darkness, urged by 
the spirit of disobedience, are more blatant in their 
blasphemy than ever before? Does that break your 
* heart and break you down before God, until you can 
neither preach nor pray nor speak because of the 
pressure and the burden of the sin of others? That 
is revival. The spirit of prayer is the gift of God. 
It is not an art, an accomplishment that can be ac- 
quired. A child can fall into it, while a wise man 
can pass over it. Revival is when Christians have the 


spirit of prayer for revival, and a deep, continual and 


earnest desire for the salvation of sinners. This is 
what constitutes the spirit of prayer, and brings the 
salvation of sinners. It is not so much to save them 
from the penalty for their sins as to save them from 
dishonoring God, it is having God as the center in 
the saving of men and not because he is my brother, 
or my son, or a relative of my family. How often 
we pray for our relations, because they are our rela- 
tions ! 


A dear woman came to me in a convention and said 
to me, “Will you pray for my son?” I said, “Yes, 
if the Holy Spirit brings him to my remembrance, for 
he is my memory, and he has said that he will bring 
all things to our remembrance. If your son comes 
up before me, I dare not do other than pray for him. 
But why should I pray for your son?” For a mo- 
ment I felt like some doctor who puts his finger upon 
a palpitating, throbbing nerve, and I saw the tears 
well up into her eyes. “Qh,” she said, “he is my. only 
boy.” I said, “Do you think that is reason enough 
for me to pray for your son?” She asked, “Isn’t it?” 
“Has your boy any companions?” “Qh, yes.” “Who 
are his companions?” ‘Well, his daily companion is 
a boy who lives next door to us. They went to school 
together, and now they work together, and they are 
inseparable companions.” I asked, “Is he saved?” and 
she said, “No, sir.” “Has he a godly father and 
mother?” “No, sir.” “But your boy has a godly 
mother; do you pray for him?” “Qh, yes, sir.” I 
continued, “Have you ever prayed. for your neighbor’s 
boy?” .She answered, “No, sir.” “Well, now, shall 
we pray for him?” and she said, “Yes.” We. knelt 
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down before the Lord and prayed for the neighbor’s 
boy also. 

Time and time again the Lord brought these two 
lads before me. I never thought of ‘one without the 
other, and I had not seen either, yet I brought them 
before the Lord each time. Some months afterward 
I got a letter from the mother. She was more dis- 
tracted than ever, saying, “Oh, Mr. Williams, my 
neighbor’s son has been saved, but my boy is not 
saved.” I praised the Lord, and wrote back to her, 
saying, “Go on, God never half does a thing; go on. 
We are all right now,” and I encouraged her in the 
way of prayer. Well, you are not surprised to know 
that her boy was saved, and saved through his com- 
panion who was saved before him. 

Beloved, do not let us get selfish in our prayers. 
There is nothing so galling to the spirit of prayer as 
selfishness. I know it is very human and very natu- 
ral, but we are not on the ‘human, natural plane; we 
arevon the higher plane of the Spirit. So I expéct a 
revival to come when Christians are willing to pray 
for sinners because they are sinners and because Jesus 
died for them. If your neighbor’s house was in dan- 
ger of being burned to the ground, you would not sit 
at home and analyze your feelings about the matter; 
it would be enough to know that your neighbor’s life 
was in danger, and if you were anything of a man, 
you would be at his door knocking until you awakened 
him .out of his sleep, and told him of the danger he 
was in. You cannot love your neighbor until you love 
God. Human love is not big enough; it is not deep 
enough to enable us to gather up these neighbors of 
ours and carry them in our arms and lay them down 
at the feet of Jesus. There is nothing but the love 
of God that can do that; and when we have that love, 
we can have a revival. Every one we pass on the 
street is a call to prayer; every man and woman we 
come in touch with during the day is a call to prayer; 
for we are told to pray without ceasing. It is possible 
to create such an atmosphere of prayer that when we 
sit next to an unsaved person in the trolley car: or 
train they will become uneasy and restless, and. they 
will begin to talk to us. Christians need never force 
the pace when their life is in touch with Omnipotence; 
they can afford to tarry. There is a psychological 
moment that coincides with the spiritual moment; 
then the Christian will be enabled to utter the truths 
of God at a moment when the mind and the heart are 
receptive. I believe it and have proved it. 

Break up your fallow ground, for it is time to seek 
the Lord until he come and righteousness reigns upon 
the earth. Break “down the barriers; prepare your 
mind by reading and discussing the revivals of the 
Study the history of the people of God, the 
chosen people. Under the pressure of temptation and 
environment of other nations, time and time again they 
lost sight of Jehovah. But there was always some one 
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burdened with the declension of Israel, and God saw 
to it that there was. I believe that today God: is 
raising up such a people, and there are:seme here, and 
some yonder, and there are some aeress the waters. 
God is never without his witnesses, and he is ragsing 
up a people who shall have a vision of revival that 
shall stir, I believe, in these last days, not a locality 
only, not a city only, but a revival that shall spread 
through the whole world, and make ready for the 
coming King. If he comes tomorrow, what.sort of 
hearts would he find? Those indifferent to sin, taken 
up with the occasions of the moment or with the duties 


of the hour or with the many activities of -the 
church ? 


Oh, who is burdened because of the disobedience — 


of the people? Who is crying out in the night 
watches? Whose pillow is wet with tears? Who is 
confessing the sin of the nation? Who is standing 
before God confessing the sins of this city? Who is 
there that is upholding before almighty God, and con- 
fessing on behalf of those who have no power to 
confess themselves? Who is there who has such a 
vision of their own: heart that they may take their 
hindrances and piace them at the foot of the’ cross, 
and crucify their pride, and crucify all that hinders 
the outflow of the Spirit of God in and through them? 
Oh, blessed be God, revival will come; it will come 
when we are ready to receive it; it will come when our 
hearts are open, and our spirits are receptive. “Re- 
vive us in the midst of the years.” That prayer has 
never yet been uttered in sincerity and truth,’ but it 
has been answered by almighty God. Oh, my people, 
to our knees. We know much of doctrine. It is not 
that we need to be taught very much of the deep things 
of God. We know a great deal. We know enough 
to send us to our knees in broken-heartedness, and in 
a spirit of abandonment to him. That is revival. May 
our Lord lead us into that place where he can meet us 
and pour out his grace upon us, until this whole city 
shall be moved to its very depths, not so much by the 
rhetoric of preaching, but by the power of the ‘Spirit 
of God manifesting himself-in the lives of his -people. 
Brethren, it is not so much what you say, it is not 
what you do, it is your relationship to God when you 
speak. It is your touch with God when-you act that 
makes the difference between you and an ordinary mor- 
tal that walks the streets of this city, and has no light. 

Oh, thou who art the Giver of light; thou who art 
Wisdom; thou who art Truth, O Holy. Spirit, take 
possession of thy people, and let us march in the tri- 
umph of the cross. 

The Devil has had his way long enough. -‘Oh, lift 
up that blood-bought banner of Suivary and march 
to the strains of its victory and see the trail of the 
prisoners that shall be set free by the blood of the 
Lamb, and the word. of your testimony. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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ancient life nor more illuminative of the life 

we are trying to discover than the persistence 
with which customs and languages cling to the soil. 
In Egypts in Babylonia, in Palestine, when we would 
understand something mysterious in the antiquities 
the explanation often comes from looking round about 
at the customs of the people of the same neighbor- 
hood. Many of the ancient burial customs of_ the 
Egyptians may be seen in the Mohammedan and even 
in the Coptic cemeteries of today in that land, The 
gala day decorations depicted on the monuments may 
be seen in a kind of grotesquerie at any Egyptian vil- 
lage, when a notability is coming to town. The crude 
pottery of Egypt, sometimes thought to represent 


N zee i is more interesting in the study of 


a primitive stage of civilization, has been observed © 
by Professor Naville among the peasant women who. 
wished cheap crockery for some plebeian purpose.. 


Pére Dhorme has shown that the common talk of 
uneducated Palestinian people, who think they . are 
speaking Arabic, is really a remembrance of the Amor- 


_ite tongue that. has clung to the soil through He- 
brew, Greek, Roman, and Arabic influence and is still. 


a living manner of speech. I have once before said 
that, if I were a young University student with 
great ambitions, I would get a mission of some sort 
to Asia Minor, and there would learn the language 
of the unlettered folk, and. from it I would be able 
to select a sufficient number of ancient words to secure 
the Hittite tongue. 

A most remarkable instance of this persistence of 
manners and. customs-that makes the present the pre- 
ceptor for the past is seen in a learned study. of 
Ancient Sumerian. architecture as illustrated in the 
architecture of modern Irak. Professor Dougherty 
of Yale, in his long survey of that region in the 
past two years, has gathered a mass of information 
and illustrated it with pictures, that makes it certain 


‘the place has been found. 1 
‘prove that--and more difficult to prove it. 


that the early architecture of that land has persisted 
through all the centuries and changes, and appears 
unmistakably today, and this not for utility, but purely 
for decorative purpose. This opens up a source of in- 
formation on that ancient civilization that is almost 
prophetic. It points the way to understanding many 
of the customs of the days of Abraham from similar 
customs continuing until today. 

Raymond P. Dougherty, American Journal of Archeology, 
April-June, 1927, pages 153-159. 


4 
Finding (?) the Tomb of Moses 


R some time announcement has been made and fre- 

‘quently copied that an expedition was going to 
Mount Nebo to recover the long lost ark of the 
covenant. It was-to be expected that the hiding- 
place at least would be found. Jewish tradition. has 
located ‘the ark at that mount. So it is not surprising 
to find the announcement coming from Jerusalem that 
It will be difficult to dis- 
More 
amazing is the accompanying announcement that. the 
tomb of Moses has: been found also! No doubt a 
place has been found that local tradition points out as 
the tomb of Moses, but as dt was not known in the 
day when the book of Deuteronomy was completed, 
it is not likely that the place was ever identified.: 

How Was the Earth Peopled? 

RECENT scientific (?) account of the peopling 

of the world (perhaps we might describe it more 
exactly as a speculation, for it is put forth “tenta- 
tively”) follows the supposed evolutionary develop- 
ment of the race. People who rest their faith upon 
such speculative anthropology will probably hail this 
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Lesson for September 4 
t Kings 3 : 4-15 


as a valuable document in the history of the race. 
There is one most notable omission in the survey 
of the evidence at hand. An old Book that contains 


some of the most ancient literary material in exist-- 


ence -has, among other things, a full account of the 
“peopling of the world.” Moreover that account-gives 
@ames and locations that, in nearly every case, are 

ssib:e of identification today. Thus the account has 

istorical and geographical and ethnographical iden- 
tification. But that old Book happens to be the Bible, 
and the particularly ancient document, the tenth chap- 
ter of Genesis. Strange to say, not the slightest ref- 
erence is made to that old document in this new ac- 
count of the “peopling of the world.” 

If in some Aurinacian cave of France, or lake dwell- 
ing of Switzerland, or cave of Galilee in connection 
with an abnormal skull, there should be found a writ- 
ten account of the “peopling of the world,” it is safe 
to predict that it would be heralded as one of the most 
important “finds” in the whole history of the study 
of the human race. It would be quoted as an oracle, 
though not the least modicum of evidence as to its 
origin or author should appear, or any trace of its 
history down through the intervening ages to the pres- 
ent time. But—the Bible has never been lost. It 
has presented an unbroken line of witness from 
very early times to the present, and so it is not to 
be received as a witness at all, especially if its tes- 
timony wou!d confound the wise men! 

Ales Hrdlicka, M.D., Sc.D., Proceedings of the American 


- Philosophical Society, LXV (1926), pages 150-156. © 


Early Inhabitants of America 


D® HRDLICKA is much happier in his discus- 
sion of the early inhabitants of America. He is 
most positive in his expression of the opinion, put 
forward also by Dr. Holmes and others, that the in- 
habitants of America in pre-Columbian times were 
Indians, all Indians, and only Indians. They differed 
in physiognomy; some were long headed and some 


round headed, as is the case with present-day Amer-. 


icans, but they were all Indians. There was no supe- 
rior race that preceded the Indians, no “Children of 
the Sun” from Egypt to bring in a strange and supe- 
rior culture. There was different development of 
civilization at- different times and places, as there is 
now in America. But all were Indians and the In- 
dians came from Asia and did not arrive until a lit- 
tle while before the beginning of the Christian era. 
Ibid, pages 157-160. - 


ye 
The Advanced Civilization of the American Indian 


HE school-boy idea of the American Indian as a 
“savage” persists among most readers of history. 
In fact, many of the Indians in both North and South 
America had very great advancement in civiliza- 
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tion. Although Prescott has been too much influenced 
by. the Spanish grandiloquence, it is nevertheless true 
that there was at times and in places very great ad- 
vancement in culture among the Indians. The an- 
cient Peruvians, under the rule of the Incas, developed 
a-civilization comparable in many respects with the 
historical nations. In addition to their great building 
operations and complex government, they cultivated 
and passed on to us some of our most valuable food- 
stuffs, particularly maize, potatoes, and tomatoes, 
They were also a very religious people and traces 
of Biblical stories seem to be found among them. 
say “seem,” for these early Spanish accounts have 
always to be subjected to laws of refraction to de- 
termine how much was native and how much reflected 
the teachings of Spanish priests who accompanied the 
earliest expeditions to the Western world, 

Charles W. Meade, Proceedings of the American Philo- 
sophical Society, LXV, pages 141-14) 

St. Louts, 


Do You Teach Children or Lessons? 
By K. N. Carlisle 


S IT children or lessons that we teach in Sunday- 

school? If we were teaching lessons only our task 
would be quite simple. . 

We have a teacher in our Primary Department who 
is a public school teacher. Visitors in-our depart- 


ment think that she is the best teacher of all. Her 


class is the most orderly and quiet in the room. She 
has perfect discipline. When she comes to Sunday- 
school her lesson is prepared for presentation to its 
last detail. Being an excellent teacher, the children 
not only listen attentively to the story but they also 
remember the story. There is a vital weakness, how- 
ever, in her work as a Sunday-school teacher, — she 
does not bring the story into the child’s life. She does 
not teach the child, she teaches the lesson. They get 
knowledge, but they do not feel the influence of Chris- 
tian teachings. 

One of the children, when asked if he could be like 
Daniel, said stoutly: “That’s in the Bible, but I’m 
a boy,” and I believe that all the children have a sim- 
ilar feeling. 

In Sunday-school we do not want to force our chil- 
dren to sit quietly and listen to the stories; we want 
them to be so interested in the stories that they want 
to be attentive. If the child is»made to understand 
that there is something for him in every story he will 
be interested. If the -child is taught faith in God by 
means of the story of Daniel and the lions, the lesson 
will have accomplished its purpose and the child will 
be impressed as well. If we keep the children in- 
—— we have no need of discipline in the Sunday- 
school, 


Kansas City, Mo. 








A Bible memorizing “ ways of 
- working * for Juniors 


2. 








Teaching Scripture by Rainbow Hues 





By Margaret E. Elliott 











R anyone who can use, with even the most indif- 
ferent skill, water color paints, there is a large and 
interesting field open in work among the little folks. 
The average child is passionately fond of colors, and 
to see a-color scheme actually “in the ‘making” is 
sheer delight. 

The idea developed below is one based on this fact, 
with the added value that each child is able to have a 
share in the work, and the moral or lesson springs 
naturally out of doing it. A 

*It was used in our own church for the Junior con- 
gregation one Sunday morning, and proved very ef- 
fective. When the Juniors assembled they found a 
blackboard set up, and, on a table at the front, the 
following: A box of water colors. A cup of water 
with which to mix the colors. A box containing little 
squares of cardboard, about three inches by two inches 
each, numbered and lettered. A large-sized sheet of 
paper, marked off into squares the same size as the 
cardboard pieces, and numbered to correspond. A box 
of push pins. 

First of all, the leader pinned the large sheet of 
paper on the blackboard. Numbers (from 1 to 33) 
appeared, irregularly, in the squares marked off on 
this sheet. 

The leader then passed the box containing the card- 
boards (which had been mixed up beforehand) to the 
first child, who took one.~ 

“Now,” said the leader, consulting the cardboard 
the child had drawn, and seeing, let us say, T-2 on the 
corner, “this is a T. What color would you like the 
letter to be?” - 

“Yellow!” said the child. (Yellow proved to be 
one of the most popular colors.) 


= aera annette a emi 





The leader then painted a capital T, in yellow, on 
the card; the place marked 2 on the blackboard was 
found and the letter pinned in place. So, in turn, each 
child took one of the pieces-of card, chose his or her 
own color, saw the letter grow under the brush of 
the leader, and then watched the letter pinned securely 
in place on the board. 

Gradually it grew like this: 


—T ——E N—ME 
OF J——US 
E——RY —NE— S——LL ~—OW 


And, presently, when it was all completed and filled 
in, there it stood, the combined work and effort of all 
present : 


AT THE NAME 
OF JESUS 
EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW 


By numbering the cardboards, and the “chart” that 
is pinned.on the blackboard, to correspond, the interest 
is thus sustained to the end. As the words are gradu- 
ally completed the children are eager to guess their 
meaning. 

The lessons to be learned need hardly be elaborated. 
It is by every lover of the Master weaving into the 
kingdom his own efforts, his own “colors,” that the 
triumphant tapestry shall at last be completed, and 
Jesus be all and in all. And in this, even the young- 
est may. share, 


MontrEAL, 
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A Railroad Trip for Rally Day 
By William H. Leach 


N PLANNING a Sunday-school rally, a Pennsyl- 

vania Sunday-school issued special.passes which re- 
sembled in oo the lo railroad excursion 
ticket. The first part of the dicket, or pass, gave a 
place for the person’s name, This gave a personal 
touch to it which would not have been possible by a 
ag st scattering of printed invitations. 
_ Printed on the ticket was the time-table which item- 
ized each pert of the Sunday-school and church serv- 
ice. Another coupon was for a return trip good any 
Sunday at 9.45, 10, 11, and 7.30. And still another 
gave the train rules, 

These are worth giving here. 


1. Passengers to be on board before the train starts. 


2, Parents are invited to come with their children 
to insure a safe journey through life. 


3. We have a good, careful engineer, and courteous 
trainmen. They are at your service. 


4. Music furnished free en route. 


5. The object of the railroad is to bring all safely 
to the Saviour, to provide a good place for every one 
to work, a-:good, wholesome, helpful fellowship, and 
to study together God’s Book of Instruction. 


6. No sleeping cars except for Cradle Roll. 


7. Our aim for this year: An average attendance of 
300 for each trip. 


8. Several good positions for competent trainmen. 
Apply to superintendent, Mr. James Turner. 


Note: If you don’t make this trip regularly, you are 
missing some of the finest scenes and best thoughts 
in religious life. 


This pass makes a novelty appeal with plenty of 
good sense. Other schools may use it to advantage m 
arranging their rallies at any season of the year. 

CLEVELAND. 


Our Lord’s Question for Today 
(Concluded from page 494) 


2:19); but they are devils still, While faith can- 
not be sacrificed for love, still much light and little 
love may exist together. No faith, no love. “Faith, 
hope, and love’: that is the order’ in Christian ex- 
perience. More than mental faith; faith that saves 
and that works. That trust of the heart is sorely 
needed today. 

crutiny of the average church member’s life shows 
a remarkable similarity to the world around him and 
a barrenness of vital experience born from above 
through saving faith. This is the foundation of Chris- 
tian experience, not only bringing consciousness of 
acceptance with God in the Beloved here and now, but 
also conserving the Biblical content and the Christ- 
standard, as bare, mental profession cannot, conceive 
of doing. As one has expressed it: “I know the 
Bible is true, because when I received its Gospel in 
faith, the power of God changed my life and cor- 
roborated its gracious message.” The Spirit in the 
heart answers to the Spirit in the page, and our wit- 
ness confirms the record God gave of his Son. Thus 
in a trinity of witness the truth is confirmed before 
a_ skeptical age which becomes by our fruits con- 
vinced that the Bible is indeed God’s book, and that 
Christ is God’s only Son, our Saviour. 

Yet how much of this faith is now evident? Does 
not the faith of many decay, and love wax cold? The 
time has come when in church, home, school, society, 
and all relations we should return to the law and 
the testimony, and through their sure ministry of di- 
vine revelation inform, establish, and perfect our- 
selves in those things that God has given to us and 
to our children. The age will roll on; men waxing 
more corrupt, deceiving and being deceived. God for- 
bid that any of his elect should be drawn away by the 
cunning craftiness of those who would with subtlety 
beguile away the purity of our faith, to substitute 
false philosophy which controverts end adulterates 
sound Gospel. 

We are living in perilous times; the Modernists are 
raging; men are doubting; the world is steeped in 
suspicion, burning with greed, and aching with re- 
morse and woe. Ours is the glorious Gospel that is 
able to save unto the uttermost: the infallible Book, 
the divine Saviour, the holy experience. Let us out 
with it, giving a ringing testimony, snatching men as 
brands from the burning, and looking to our own souls’ 
that when our Lord appears in glory we shall be 
found faithfully serving, patiently doing his will, and 
daily glorifying him who loved us and gave himself 
for us. 

we 


How may we know temptation, and how may we 
best meet it guovenatanyf Answers wili be found in 
Mr. Howard’s valuable little book, “Temptation” 
(The Sunday School Times Co., Philadelphia, 75 cent 
postage 5 cents). ; 
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When God Sent the Goforths Into Manchuria 


Closing five missionary doors to direct them into a new harvest field 











Readers of The Sunday School Times and friends of Dr. and Mrs. Goforth, those veteran missionaries of the 
Presbyterian Church of Canada, will welcome this personal word concerning the new field in China into which 
they have been led, after finding it impossible to take up the work in Marshal Feng’s Christian Army for which 


they had been recalled to China. 


These letters were written by Mrs, Goforth to Mr. and Mrs. Trumbull and 


were mailed from Szepingkai, Manchuria, China, in May of this year. 


weakness and decline, letters from so many 

in the United States and Canada have reached 
me, some from utter strangers, telling how they were 
praying. for my recovery. Nine months ago I was 
so sure I had but a short time to live that 1 began 
giving away all my best clothes that were worth giv- 
ing, even to best shoes and stockings! In October 
(rst week), 1 was carried down on a stretcher and 
taken to Hankow. Then followed such a trying test- 
ing time and travel by boat and train, till I landed at 
last in Peking, and, in the beginning of December, 
was carried into the Pekin Union ‘Medical College 
—five dociors consulting. nly one of the five who 
had himself had “sprue” insisted that it was sprue 
with coiplications that I had, I was then put on a 
very strict d.et, and, though so low no one thought 
1 could jive, | began very gradually to gain strength 
and gain in weight. 

That' was nearly six months ago and since then I 
have gamed twetity pounds! It does seem nothing 
short of a miracle that I am here and working with 
the others. Dr.'Goforth was appointed by the con- 
tinu.ng Presbyterian Church of Canada to find for 
them: a new field in China. It is to us most wonder- 
fu: that (,od should have led us as he has done, clos- 
ing the door to all of the other five fields we sought 
to emer and to lead us up to this field. Every one 
of the other fields is now completely evacuated by all 
missionaries and the outlook for mission work in them 
for the future is dark indeed. Whereas we have 
been able, through the good hand of our God upon us, 
to come to this important city and start work, at the 
junction of two railways and where no missionary 
has ever resided. 

From the first day our preaching hall was opened 
men have been deciding publicly for Christ. Sometimes 
as many as seven in a day. A missionary staying 
with us for a few days, of wide experience, said he 
had never seen such interest and conviction on the 
part of heathen hearing for the first_time, 

I wonder if it would interest you if I told you how 
we are s.tuated as far as a home is concerned. Our 
board does not want to take the risk of building or 
buying property while China is as she is, so we have 
had to rent. To us it seems just wonderful that such 
a place as we are now in could be had ready for us. 
We were all so anxious to get a foothold in our new 
field that we were willing to take the poorest Chinese 
compound if necessary, but the Lord had prepared 
a place for us infinitely better than anything we had 
dreamed of. 

A weal.ny Chinese had put up a fine two story 
bui.ding in the very center of the busy part, on a 
corner of crossroads. He found the cost of building 
was so high that last fall he stopped the work on 
this place — short of plastering, and the like. Then 
when Dr. Goforth came looking: for a place this was 
offered and finally rented. It was all new and soon 
finshed for us. Had we planned the place we could 
hardly have had it more suitable for the best inter- 
ests of our work of: preaching: the Gospel and reach- 
ing the people. 

I’m going to tell you how God has helped me in 
furnishing this little -mission home. Since I had 
not the strength for the chapel work at first, I felt 
my special work must be to make a homey home for 
the others. Some months ago, as I looked forward 
to th‘s, it was certainly a big problem. How could 
it be done? , We had not been able to bring any furni- 
ture whatever frem our home in Kikungshan, and we 
had not the means ourselves. We felt our time here 
must at longest be very short now, all we can hope to 
do at our age is to begin a work. However, about 
$200, which had been given to us when leaving To- 
ronto to use in any way we thought best, was still 
on hand, This Dr. Goforth handed over.to me to use to 
the best advantage in getting a mission home started. 

Oh, I can’t tell you the joy this work has given 
me, ;nd how I have praised the Lord for the way he 
has helped me get things. We could not send for 
th'ngs, it would have cost too much and have de- 
layed us months. But the Lord knew our needs and 
we found at Changchun, where we stayed on first com- 
ing to Manchuria, a whole room full of furniture and 
dishes which had ‘belonged to former missionaries. 
From these I was able to get sufficient dishes for us 
to get on with nicely, a large rug, a sideboard, a sofa, 
and two chairs (a large easy. chair and two others 
were given), also a double bed, a bureau, a desk for 


() vei during these many months of terrible 


Dr. Goforth, a washstand, and a kitchen stove. Then 
on getting here I drew a picture of what I wanted and 
the carpenter made me a fine desk with eight drawers, 
and a dining table and chairs. I have been able to 
get some nice Japanese matting, and now, with my 
pictures, we have a real cozy place for ourselves and 
our co-workers. 

This is the first time I have had a desk of my own 
for several years. I am just enjoying having a place 
in which to put my papers in some kind of order once 
more. You can picture us here and I’m sure you 
will pray sometimes for us. My deafness has in- 
creased very much, and my eyesight is getting seri- 
ously worse. The cataract in the left eye is far on, 
and I caynot see from it practically at all, Thank 
God my right eye is still fairly good, though I find 
I write now largely by guess. 

_ Dr, Goforth is in his sixty-ninth. year, and is as ac- 
tive and earnest and full of zeal as twenty years ago. 
Oh, how thankful I am I came to China with him! 

Mary (my daughter) and her husband were forced 
to return home. All the younger missionaries and 
many of the older ones of the Christian and Mis- 
sionary Alliance were sent home. Conditions of liv- 
ing, not to speak of working, are simply impossible 
in Central China as they exist now. 





|™ IS with de 
attempt this letter. I am. writing in the living 
room of our own rented house at Szepingkai, Man- 
churia. I doubt if any one of you can understand what 
this fact means to us, and those with us, in starting 
this new mission. 

We came to Manchuria three months ago with our 
future still clouded as far: as anything being settled 
definitely as to where we finally should locate. Weeks 
of waiting followed with an ever increasing tension 
in political conditions. The only place free for us 
to live in at Changchun was in part of a Chinese 
girls’ school building. We had absolutely nothing 
with which to furnish even one room or start house- 
keeping, as we had been obliged to leave everything, 
except what we could carry away, in some trunks, at 
Kikungshan, Honan. But most fortunately, we would 
rather say, providentially, there was a room full of 
old furniture at Changchun belonging to former mis- 
sionaries, and we were given the use of these things 
with the option of buying. Needless to say we were 
most thankful for this chance of getting together suf- 
ficient to start a mission home without delay. 

We did live somewhat picnic style those months, 
but we were all very happy, for we felt our next 
move would be to what we had come to call “our 
promised land,” — Szepingkai. Then came a time of 
severe testing. Our plans were all for Szepingkai as 
the headquarters of our mission. A most suitable 
place, in every way, was offered to us for rent there, 
when political affairs became so dark and threatening 
we knew not what to do. It was indeed a serious 
question that faced us. How would we dare go on 
with the renting of a place at Szepingkai, the rent of 
which needed to be paid for‘a year in advance, when 
we lived literally from hour to hour, not knowing 
when a telegram from our consul might arrive or- 


dering us to flee? Things went on in this way for’ 


weeks; then word reached us, that if we wanted the 
place at Szepingkai we must take it at once. 

Just at this juncture our dear Miss Graham received 
a message from the Word, which helped much in de- 
ciding what to do. It was from Ecclesiastes 11: 4, 
“He that observeth the wind shall not sow; and-he 
that regardeth the clouds. shall not reap.” Miss 
Graham, and, indeed, the others, too, never seemed 
to doubt but that God would bring us to Szepingkai, 
but I must confess that the outlook was so dark and 
our disappointments during the past year so many, my 


faith did utterly fail at times. Thousands of mission-: 


aries and other foreigners to the south of us were 
being driven out or recalled by their consuls or boards. 
China was like a city in flames with the conflagration 
coming ever nearer to us. -Yet we seemed to be led 
to go forward in spite of the threatening danger. 
And here we are! For over: ten days now, and all 
is perfectly peaceful, with our preaching hall below 
us going most of the day, with hundreds of listeners 
day by: day. 

.. The place -we have been able to secure is situated in 
the Japanese concession; over which the Japanese have 
absolute control. It is on one of the busiest streets 


st thankfulness to our God that I 
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and in the very center of things, and on a corner cf 
crossroads. Across from us is the large eect. :c 
light works, which, while giving us excellent light \a 
rare luxury outside the large ports of China), a.so 
gives forth great columns of smoke from its tall 
chimney, reminding us, in not an altogether pleasant 
way, of its nearness, 

But, oh, how much we do praise God for! Tobe 
at last in a field of our own, to have crowds of peo- 
ple coming to hear the Gospel every day, and to be 
able to preach to them unhindered when China is as 
she is to the south of us. Then to feel that we are 
laying the foundations to a new work deep and strong, 
along evangelistic lines for those who shall follow, 
for at the longest our time now must be very short. 
And lastly to realize that the time of disappointment 
of having doors into apparently promising fields closed 
upon us is past and gone! The thought does come 
to us sometimes, “But we may be driven out even now,” 
but we put this aside, and will keep on sowing the 
Gospel seed as long as the way is open. I may just 
add here, that at the moment of writing the prospects 
for our remaining unmolested are very bright. 

Every day we are here increases our thankfulness 
to God for having closed all other doors, for every 
one of the five fields which during the past year have 
been negotiated for are now completely evacuated of 
all missionaries, while here are hundreds coming to 
hear the Gospel and staying for the most part for 
hours at a-time.. Mr. Su, Dr. Goforth’s beloved 
evangelist, is with us and doing invaluable service. 
Miss Graham takes her turn in preaching at the hall, 
as we have not a staff large enough to keep the preach- 
ing going for from six to eight hours daily, even at 
this one hall, without combining the men’s and the 
women’s meetings. Miss Kok has been obliged. to be 
in Peking for a short time, but is to be back tomorrow 
and will help to relieve Miss Graham, who has had 
to stay most of the time from 10 A. M. to 7 P. M. in 
the hall, as she is in charge of the organ and singing 
as well as doing her share of preaching. 

Our living rooms are immediately over the preach- 
ing hall. We have a large dining-living room, which 
just now is also our kitchen till our kitchen can be 
fixed. Next is our own bedroom and at right angles 
there are three rooms, one for each of the single ladies 
and a guest room, which also has to serve as store- 
room. Our windows look out upon the busy street 
below, — that is, the outside ones; the inside windows 
look down upon our courtyard, around which are 
the two rooms for Mr. Reoch, the teacher’s, Mr. Su’s, 
and the servants’ rooms, also the Bible women’s room 
and reception rooms. 

Last week Dr. Goforth had the little band of 
Christians who compose the church here meet in our 
living room each afternoon at four o’clock. Some- 
times we crowded as many as thirty into our room, 
This week he is having a daily meeting for them over 
at the other side of the town, to reach with the re- 
vival talks those who could not come here. It is in- 
deed cheering to see the delight on the faces of Dr, 
Goforth and Miss Graham when they come up from 
the preaching, because of the keenness with which 
this and that one has taken in the message of salva- 
tion. Already there have been quite a number who 
have openly confessed faith in Christ in the hall, 
though we have been here only a little over a week, 
Oh, do’ pray, dear friends, that we may be left unmo- 
lested to carry on this Gospel seed sowing. : 

Sometimes I have felt, rather keenly my inability 
to take a more active part in the actual preaching, 
but all assure me that I am doing my full share in 
making’ a comfortable home for all. I am at present 
just housekeeper and general manager and gap~filler. 
Most fortunately, we have been able to get our old 
cook from Changteho, who has been with us off and 
on for twenty-six years. His wife is one of our old 
Changteho school girls, and is now a great comfort 
and help to me in saving my strength in every pos- 
sible way. It does seem so very wonderful that I 
should be here, having even a minor in laying the 
foundations of this mission, when six months ago it 
seemed I could: not live many more weeks. Praise 
the Lord, for his mercies are truly great. 

This is already a long letter, but how can I close 


without a word of earnest plea for some strong fresh. 


lives to come soon, very soon, to- take up this great 
work which we soon must lay down? Oh, do not 
delay, for how is it possible for us, with only one re- 
cruit, and he for a year to come at language, to 
touch even the fringe of the need of this vast region? 
God has been good indeed to give us two single ladies 
both good speakers of the Chinese language and both 
full_of the evangelistic spirit. But to keep the preach- 
ing going for six to eight hours a day, in just one 
street-preaching hall, with such crowds as we are hav- 
ing, taxes our little force to the utmost. There is 
another hall only a mile away, which~has to be kept 
closed for lack of workers, but which: could and 
should be a Gospel-light center as this is, if only there 
were enough speakers, But think of the appalling need 
beyond! There are at least fourteen large cities 
around, in which are three million souls, where there 
should be preaching cemiters, toeat least give the peo- 
ple a chance to hear the soul-saving message of God’s 
ove, 
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_LESSON 10, SEPTEMBER 4, SOLOMON’S WISE CHOICE. 


International Uniform Lesson.—I Kings 3: 4-15 
Golden Text.—Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding.—Prov. 3: 13 


canna ——— 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
6¢F ANY of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of 
] God, who giveth to all liberally and upbraideth 
not; and it shall be given him” (Jas. 1:5). 
Verse by Verse 
1 Kings 3:4.— Gibeon, the modern El Jib, was in 
the territory of Benjamin about six miles northwest of 
Jerusalem. The great high place. This term is used 
on the Moabite Stone of the local Canaanitish sanc- 
tuaries. In many cases these sanctuaries were adopted 
by the Israelites for the purposes of their own worship. 
he Temple had not yet been built at Jerusalem and, 
therefore, the law that commanded only one central 
sanctuary (Deut. 16:5, 6) had perforce not yet come 
into operation. The high place, as its name implies, 
was situated on a hill in close proximity to the vil- 
lage or town to which it belonged. Gibeon was a spe- 
cially sacred spot because there stood the tabernacle 
of the congregation of God (1 Chron. 16: 39; 2 Chron. 
1:3). ‘There is a remarkable parallelism between the 
continued use of the tabernacle at Gibeon even after 
God had definitely announced that Jerusalem was to 
be the place where the Temple was to be and the dis- 
ciples continuing their observance of the Temple wor- 
ship for years after Pentecost. A leading English de- 
structive critic strangely says that the explanation 
given by the chronicler is certainly unhistorical. There 
seems nothing necessarily unhistorical to the unbiased 
reader. The censorious judgment of the critic appears 
to proceed upon the assumption that the new religious 
Sanctuary must have taken its place at once and im- 
mediately upon the command being given. The learned 
professor seems to have had very little experience of 
the slowness with which men too often respond to 
any. commandment of God and especially one that con- 
flicts with old established habit. ~ 
_ A thousand. burnt-offerings, Probably the numeral 
is used, as with us, to denote a very large number. (cf. 
Deut., 32: 30; Psa. 84:10; 90:4; 91:7). for similar 
use. That the sacrifices were so numerous was be- 
cause all the heads of the people were associated in 
the worship (2 Chron, 1:3). It was an act of the 
king and of the whole nation testifying their allegiance 
to God. And it probably extended over several days. 
Verse 5.—In Gibeon Jehovah appeared. Therefore 
God graciously approved of what his servant-had done. 
In a dream. It-.is noteworthy that we are never 
told.of any more intimate manner in which God re- 
vealed himself to Solomon. There is no prophetic 
ministry for him as there had been with David or 
even with Saul. The formula, “the word of Jehovah 
came,” is used only once with reference to Solomon 
(1 Kings 6:11), and only twice did God appear to 
the young king in this kind of dream ecstasy (9:2). 
Both the appearances of Jehovah to the king were in 
the very early days. And both times God made use 
of this sensuous method of approach. The fact sug- 
gests two things: The loving ingenuity of God’s 
grace’ which will use every possible way to reach men, 
and that the young man was, so to speak, difficult to 
approach at any time. As he grew older his receptivity 
to Goed’s grace diminished sadly, if it did not cease 
altogether. Compare the dreams of Jacob (Gen. 28: 
12), Joseph (Gen. 37:5, 9), Joseph (Matt. 1:20; 2: 
13-10), the Magi (Matt. 2:12). These prophetic 
dreams must be sharply distinguished from the ordi- 
nary dream state. There is the same relation between 
the two as between a man’s own judgment and the 
word of Jehovah which might come to him. Compare 
the case of Nathan in the lesson for August 21. God 
uses in either case an ordinary function of. the human 
mind, but lifts it above itself, so to speak, to make 
it the vehicle of a divine communication. Such dreams 
afford evidence of the independent existence and activ- 
ity of the soul when the body is unconscious. That 
indicates that the soul can function, even apart from 
the body, that is to say, when the body is dead. 
Solomon himself refers to this experience of his in 
Psalm 127: 2: “So he giveth unto his beloved in sleep” 
R. V., margin). Note that the word for “beloved” 
used in the Psalm is part of the very name given to 
Solomon by Jehovah through Nathan (2 Sam. 12:25). 
The central syllable of that name did is the very same 
as the dod which is vocalized into D (a) v (i) d. 


Ask what I shall give thee. God’s offer presupposes 
God’s knowledge and approval of Solomon’s wishes. 
He does not give blank checks to those whom he can- 
not trust. When James and John came to the Lord 
Jesus desiring that he should give them what they 
wanted. his immediate challenge was, “What wilt 
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Devotional Reading: Proverbs 8: 12-19. 
Pnmary lepic: Solomon’s Wise Choice, 
Lesson wiatersai: 1 Kings 3: 4°15. 
Memory Verse: ‘Thou art my God; earnestly will I seek 
thee.—Psa. 63: 1. 
Junior Topic: A Young Man’s Wise Choice. 
Lesson Maternal: 1 Kings 3: 4-15. 
Memory Verse; Proverbs 4: 7. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic : Choosing Things Worth While. 
A opic tor Young People and Adults: The Best Things in Life. 





4 And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there; for 
that was the great high place: a thousand burnt-offerings 
did Solomon offer upon that altar. 5 In Gibeon Jehovah 
appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, 
Ask what I shall give thee. 6 And Solomon said, Thou 
hast showed unto thy servant David my father great loving- 
kindness, according as he walked before thee in truth, and 
in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; 
and thou hast kept for him this great lovingkindness, that 
thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is 
this day. 7 And now, O Jehovah my God, thou hast made 
thy servant king instead of David my father: and I am but 
a little child; I know 
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1@ And the speech pleased the Lord, 
asked this thing. 11 And God said unto him, 
hast asked this: thing, and hast not asked for thyself * 
life, neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked 
the life of thine enemies, but hast asked for thyself 
standing to ‘discern justice; 12 behold, I have done: accord- 
ing to thy word: lo, I have given thee a wise 
2 ‘unders heart; so that there hath 
thee before thee, neither after thee shall 
unto thee. 13 And I have also given 
hast not asked, both riches and honor, so ; 
not be any among the kings like unto.thee, all thy days. 


and my commandments, as thy father David did walk, 
I will lengthen thy days. 15 And Solomon awoke; 
behold, it was a dream: and he came to Jerusalem, 
stood before. the ark of the covenant of Jehovah, and offered 
up burnt-offerings, and offered peace-offerings, and made 
a feast to all his servants. 
1 Heb., hearing. %Heb., heavy. 
*Heb., hear. ®Or, hath not been. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 
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®Heb., many days. 








thou?” (Matt. 20:21.) God loves us too well to let 
us have our own way unless that way is also his, 

Verse 7.—I am. but a little child. In his father’s 
estimation Solomon was. a wise man (2:9). Preb- 
ably Solomon was already a father himself (cf. 2: 
24). He was probably, at any rate, about twenty 
years of age at this time, the phrase is not to 
be taken literally but as expressive of the modesty 
and humility that are the prerequisites of all. true 
wisdom, There is something very winsome about the 
young man’s response to God. He has stepped out of 
seclusion and idleness to bear the whole burden of 
regal responsibility. The glories of David’s reign 
only just closing, his brother Adonijah’s pretensions 
to the crown and the smouldering hostility of Saul’s 
partisans made his position difficult and his throne 
unsteady. There must have been a deep consciousness 
of need in his: heart to which this dream-vision was 
the gracious response. 

Go out or come in. 
Station (Num. 27:17), 

Verse 8.—Numbered nor counted. The former word 
means to reckon; the latter to set the reckoning down 
in writing. The expression is not to be understood 
with bald literalism but hyperbolically to convey the 
idea of a very great number, 

Verse 9.—An understanding heart. The word means 
“hearing,” as in the margin. The heart, as always 
in the Bible, ‘signifies the reason and will. That I may 
discern between good and evil. As the subsequent nar- 
rative implies, the request was not so much for what 
I may call personal wisdom as: for the practical wis- 
dom which should enable the king to give right judg- 
ment. Solomon’s judiciary was Eastern and not West- 
ern in its character.. The judicial and executive func- 
tions of the state were united in one individual, that 
is to say, himself. In_our more highly developed po- 
litical systems these two functions have long ago 
been separated. But Solomon’s court was essentially 
Oriental, as the history shows. 

Verse 10.—The speech pleased the Lord, Had not 
Solomon been wise before he had not known the worth 
of wisdom? To have observed the supreme importance 
of this quality as contrasted with external greatriess 
and military glory was the ethically valuable element 


Discharge the duties of one’s 


in Solomon’s choice, It is to’ bé-néted; however, that - 





Solemon’s wisdom was not of that higher order to 
which the Bible so constantly alludes. It will be help- 
ful to contrast the statements made about wisdom in 
Job and the Psalms and the New Testament and the 
references to Solomon’s wisdom in Kings and Chron- 
icles. His wisdom was practical sagacity as has al- 
ready been noted and extensive knowledge and culture 
as compared with his contemporaries. And the prom- 
ise in verse 12 is to be understood in this way. 

Verse 13.—/] have also given thee that which thou 
hast not asked. Solomon’s wealth became proverbial. 
He had revenue of over four million pounds, or twenty 
million dollars a year. He was able to spend vast 
sums in luxury and display. But the statements in 
God’s Word suggest that he was only rich after the 
fashion of Oriental kings. His golden shields and 
utensils seem to imply that he could find little pro- 
ductive use for the metal. The real value of the ma- 
terial of money depends largely on its purchasing 
power and rapidity of circulation. Probably Solomon’s 
precious metals had little of either. There was gold 
in abundance at court and among the king’s favorites, 
But there is no evidence of its having reached the’ 
farmers and peasants of Palestine. 

All thy days. Note this important iimitation, The} 
destructive critic already referred to says this sense-| 
less clause should be omitted. But it is most necessary | 
to notice that the clause is not senseless by any means. ; 
It is an important limitation of the promise, and with- | 
out that limitation the promise would not literally have | 
been fulfilled. Thus the critic first strikes out part 
of what the Bible says and then declares that the rest 
is not true. This may be very clever but it is not a 
scientific method of dealing with one’s materials. 

Verse 14.—I will lengthen thy days. Again note 
the limitations u this promise. Solomon died when 
he was about sixty (cf. 11:42), prematurely worn 
out by his self-indulgence. So true is it that “what- 
oan a man soweth, that shall he also reap” (Gal. 

79). 

Verse 15.—Offered up burnt-offerings. This seems 
to have been a household feast following upon the 
more public celebrations at Gibeon. 


Golden Topics 


How God speaks to men. 
The meaning of wisdom. 
How God gives to men. 


A Lesson Outline 
Life’s choices: - 
1. Their inevitableness, 
2. Their importance as a revelation of character. 


3. Their issues. What we shall be tomorrow de- 
pends upon the choice we make today. 


The Practical Aim 


What a child is is shown by what he tries for. So 
we ought to get our boys and girls to think out what 
is their real purpose in life, to face it, and see whether 
it is a worthy one. 


Final Word 
God has his best things for the few 
Who dare ‘+o stand the test; 
God has his second choice for those 
Who will not take His best. 


I want in this short life of mine 
As much as can be pressed 

Of service true for God and man. 
Help me to be my best. 


Give me, O Lord, Thy highest choice, 
Let others take the rest. 
Their good things have no charm for me— 
For I have got Thy best. 
—A. B. Simpson. 


Tunsrivce WELts, Enc. 
4 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their peviaty. stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr, Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HERE was Gibeon, and what part had it played in 
the history of the Israelites before this time? 
2. Why did the young king go to Gibeon for such a state 
sacrifice? 
tg. What connection is there between Solomon’s name 
and his special offerings at Gibeon at. this time? 








‘and had reached a right conclusion. 


500 * 


4. How old was Solomon at the time of this dream? 

s. What invitation from God has every Christian to as 
largely? 

6. What: qualities did Solomon show in his request? 

y. Why did the Lord commend him? 

8 What other instances of right choice are noteworthy? 

9. Has God made any prayer promises to us? Name 
them (personal). 

10. How do you reconcile the evident failure of Solo- 
mon’s life as a whole, with the wise choice he made in 
the beginning of his career? Apply a New Testament 
passage. 

11, What is wisdom? 

12. Where does the actual record of Solomon’s breakdown 
begin? 

13. What previous act of disobedience had already laid 
the train for all the sin and troubles of his prosperous reign? 

14. What second great act of disobedience contributed to 
Solomon’s failure? 


ee 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Princip.e or CoMPaRIsoN.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and thus detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 











T IS evident in the answer that the Lord gave to 

Solomon’s petition that he was not only drawing a 
comparison himself between what Solomon had asked 
for and what he had refrained from asking for, but 
that he recognized Solomon’s own sense of values as 
being praiseworthy. This necessarily implies that Solo- 
mon had made comparisons himself, at least implicitly 
l Can we indee 
draw any better practical lesson from the incident than 
that which will lead the young people of our own day 
to compare the objects that bid for their acceptance 
in the light that d’s Word throws upon them and 
to choose that which will win the approval of God? 

Every choice’ involves a comparison of values and 
a decision for one or the other. Evidently the stand- 
ard of value is the decisive factor in the conclusion. 
It will be of interest to discuss with older classes the 
different standards of value and to locate the one 
that Solomon used. This will be possible also with 
younger classes by calling up other concrete cases of 
choice of which’ there are many in the Scripture and 
in life. Moses chose to suffer affliction with the peo- 
ple of God rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin for 
a season. Was the temporary character of the pleas- 
ures of sin the only standard by which he judged 
them? Joshua, calling his people to choose whom they 
would serve, is another noteworthy Scriptural example 
not only of right choice but of the exerting of strong 
influence that others may make right choice. 

Another line of profitable comparison suggested by 
the lesson will carry us out into the rield of God's in- 
vitation to prayer and his prayer promises, such as 
the familiar ones, “Ask, and it shall be given thee”; 
“And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, be- 
lieving, ye shall receive.” 

Huntinopon, Pa, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Way to Ask.—Ask what I shall give thee (v. 
5). If you could look over the twenty-year trail of 
these notes you would find that when this passage 
comes up for a lesson it is always hooked up with 
Nehemiah. You may remember the Babylonian king 

ave Nehemiah a choice somewhat similar to the one 
God gave Solomon. When I teach this lesson to my 
big bunch of men I have great fun asking the class 
what they would ask for if gave them this, chance, 
I have sometimes had them write down on slips of 
paper the one thing above all else they wanted. I 
think I have told before of the young Roebling wire 
rope salesman I met in Ohio years ago as we sat up 
late for a night train. He had just gotten a photo 
from home of a lovely little first-born son whom he 
had never seen. “What would you ask for that boy 
if an angel should come just now and give you the 
chance?” I asked. He didn’t know. “Would you ask 
for him wealth, learning, power, position, fame?” He 
didn’t think so. “New one on me,” he said, “never 
thought that way.” “Well, I can tell you what you'd 
like him to grow up to be.” “What is that?” “A 
Christian gentleman,” I replied. “By George, old fel- 
low, you're right.” “Are you a Christian?” No, he 
was not. “Well, then, how can you expect your boy 
to be one without dad setting the example?” “You 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. July 3.—Saul Chosen King ....... sesseeee § Samuel g to Ir 
2 July 10.—Samuel’s Farewell ....... seccscevees I Samuel 12 
3. July 17.—Samuel Anoints David ........ 1 Samuel 16: 1-13 
4. July 24.—David and Goliath .............ce00 1 Samuel 17 
5. July 31.—David and Jonathan ...... 1 Samuel 18 : 1-4; 

19 31-73 20: 1-42; 23: 15-18; 2 Samuel 1 : 17-27 
6. August 7.—David Spares Saul .............. 1 Samuel 26 


7. August 14.—David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem 
2 Samuel 2: 1-4; 5: 1-5; 6: 1-15; Psalm 24 
8 August 21.—God’s Promise to David ...1 Chronicles 17 
9. August 28.—Nathan Leads David to Repentance 
2 Samuel 11:1 to 12:28 
10. September 4.—Solomon’s Wise Choice. ..1 Kings 3 : 4-15 
11. September 11.—Solomon Dedicates the Temple.1 Kings 8 
14. September 18.—The Kingdom Divided ...1 Kings 12: 1-24 
13. September 25.—Review: The Early Kings of Israel 








surely start a fellow thinking,” he said. Then the 
train came, and the ships that hailed in the night sailed 
away, each on its own cruise. Men do not know the 
best thing to ask for. “Eternal life.” Sure, but that 
goes without asking. If I should have this choice put 
up to me right now I would do just what Nehemiah 
did. Nehemiah asked God what he should ask for 
(Neh. 2:4). : 


Getting Married.—Give thy servant an understand- 
ing heart to judge thy people, that I may discern be- 
tween good and evil (v. gj. We greatly undervalue 
the possession of the understanding heart. Thought- 
ful folks are much concerned about the activity of 
the divorce mills. The newspapers say “one divorce 
to seven marriages.” Ninety percent of these divorces 
would never be if the man and woman had understand- 
ing hearts to discern between good and evil. The un- 
derstanding man never forgets that no woman ever 
ceases to be the girl, and little attentions keep the 
love pot boiling and courtship courtesies are even 
sweeter when ripened in the marital sunshine. The 
understanding _woman never forgets that dear old 
Breadwinner is a man, and one thing a real man can 
never ride and keep sweet is a “nag’! The under- 
standing woman realizes that making a living is no 
holiday excursion or joy ride or summer vacation or 
picnic. The understanding woman will realize that 
there is many a hard crack down in the mill or up in 
the office. The understanding woman will know there 
are times when John needs, nothing so badly as a little 
mothering — yes, more than a little,— is it not so, men? 
Every man and woman, in fact, has grown up around 
a little boy and girl. The inside boy still likes to 
play with toys (he usually breaks those of his own 

y), and what woman does not like to dress dolls! 
Well, those with understanding hearts do not forget 
these things. And so we come to the nub of the les- 
son. It is this; Every Christian can have this under- 
standing heart. It is sometimes called wisdom. “If 
any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God” (Jas. 
1:5, 6). The Christian man and woman do not draw 
a “lemon” in the matrimonial venture when they ask 
God for the understanding heart in such matters. In- 
deed, matrimony is not a “venture” when God is con- 
sulted. God would never permit Goodness to marry 
Badness if he were taken into the counsels of the prin- 
cipals. Of the hundreds of matrimonial scraps and 
scrapes sweeping through the scandal columns of our 
newspapers none of those concerned are ever real 
Christian people. In fact, Christianity solves all prob- 
lems of life, including the biggest ones. 


Old Age.—If thou wilt walk in my ways ...I will 
lengthen thy days (v. 14). I was invited once to buy 
stock in a life insurance proposition that promised fine 
profits because the company (so the promotors claimed) 
was going to insure none but Christian people. 
policyholders live long years it is profitable to the 
company. . The promoter had statistics to prove that 
the Christians were long livers. It seems reasonable 
that those who take care of the body, believing it to 
be the temple of the Holy Spirit, might have a longer 
life than those who use alcohol and do other injurious 
things incident to a godless life. The Christian usually 
lives rather simply, and is not in the class of those 
described by Paul in Philippians 3:19 whe “dig 
their graves with their teeth.” The greatest*mankiller 
in the world has always been Old Mom Worry. She 
it is who is drummer for the sanitariums. She is the 
mother of that wide-awake young lady, Miss In 
Somnia. And Miss In Somnia, like certain other 

oung ladies, will dance you into your early grave 
just about as neatly as a witch doctor, and often right 
through the hospital.and asylum. This same Solomon 
we are studying about tells us that God’s ways are ways 
of pleasantness, and all his paths are peace (Prov. 3: 
17). A “way” and a “path” are the same thing, as is 
“God” and “wisdom.” The man who lives the life of 
peace is the man most likely to have the length of days. 
One of the agents of a large life insurance company in 
Philadelphia, in trying to persuade me to insure my 
life, claimed that I would find my investment .profit- 
able (you have to die early to win in life insurance) 
because the company was run by Quakers and had big 
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business among the Quakers. “Quakers,” said he, “are 
long livers.” Which is true—or used to be. Quakers 
have changed much in recent years. However, true 
or not, Quakers have no patent on the simple life, 
God says that all who are careful to walk in his ‘ways 
can have lengthened days. The godly man keeps a 
watch over both his mind and his body. He will rest 
one day in seven. He will fare sumptuously only on 
great occasions and then sparingly. He will read fairy 
stories, love stories and love children and all things 
beautiful. He will listen to birds and the music of the 
out of doors, He will tie up to the young folks. He 
will absolutely refuse to grow old even if he has to 
ride in a wheel chair! 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Ilustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send ‘illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this Aepartment, The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
orn tk _ Failure to —. “3 yee means that good 
illustrations are constantly having t ject 
gs oe which might otherwise Caw spt. So 
llustrations must reach The Sunday School Ti th 
full months in advance of the date of the Soren, eres RWS 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that 
of the tecoia’ teat Gitented in tho teases’ ar alle he 
word “Print.” 
Illustrations on other verses 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


Ask and Take.—God said, Ask what I shall give 
thee (v. 5). We must ask God, and take from fod. 
I remember what Hudson Taylor wrote about that. 
One day when reading he came upon God’s statement 
about the position of the believer —“My cup runneth 
over.” He was a very literal man and he said, “God, 
that is not true of me; my cup is not running over. 
There is trouble among the missionaries,” and he 
came back. “My cup runneth over,” and in he 
said, “God, my cup is not running over,: There is 
no money.” Again he read in his own characteristic, 
persistent way, “My cup runneth over.” Then he eat, 
“God, this is thy statement of what is true for me, o 
what thy desire is for me and so I now do believe it, 
and do take it to my soul, and do count it as true, 
and do thank thee,” and he got up and-counted that 
God had made his cup to run over. Of course, ve 
soon his heart did run over. When you deal with 
God like that, he will give the overflow, and the diffi- 
culties will vanish—From Northcote Deck, in. Moody 
Institute Monthly, Sent by Miss H. J. McCay, Ball- 
sion Spa, N. Y. : 4 


Harry Lauder’s Advice.—David my father ... 
walked before thee in truth (v. 6). Speaking in Lon- 
don, Sir Harry Lauder said: “I was sitting in the 

loamin’, an’ a mam passed the window. He was the 
amplighter. He pushed his pole into the lamp and 
lighted it. Then he werit to another and another. 
Now, I couldna’ see him. But I knew where he was 
by the lights as they broke out doon the street, until 
he had left a_beautiful avenue of light. Ye’re a’ 
lamplighters, They’ll know where ye’ve been by the 
lights. Ye’ll want your son to be a noble man, Let 
him say wi’ pride when you've passed on: ‘Ma faither 
lit that lamp.’”—From the Sunday School Chronicle. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


General Gordon’s Purpose.—Give thy servant ... 
an understanding heart to judge thy people (v. 9). 
The people of Khartoum (after giving General Gor- 
don an enthusiastic welcome as their new Governor 
General) anxiously awaited a speech in return. It 
came, characteristic of the man: “With the help of 
God I will hold the balance level.” It was what they 
needed—a just ruler and judge. Governors for- 
merly could be approached only by bribery of the of- 
ficials round them. General Gordon had a letter box 
made in the door of his palace for all petitions, and 
they received his personal attention—From “Life of 
General Gordon.” Sent by Mrs. B. Dowey, Kingston 
Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


When Education is Worth While.—Give thy 
servant therefore an understanding heart to judge thy 
people, that I may discern between good and evil 
(v. 9). Satan always rejoices in the increased edu- 
cation of those who are outside of Christ. For the 
training of the mind does not help people to be good, 
but it does make them increasingly jent in wrong- 
doing. J.Coleman ‘White has called attention to: the 
fact that it was a Columbia University student who 
was the leader of the movement for the reinstatement 
of Confucianism in China,—a striking illustration of 
the fact that the mere civilization of a Christian land 
does not, without Christ, help to lift up a non-Chris- 
tian land. But the moment Christ is in one’s life, 
then the more education one has the more efficiently 


can he be used in the service of his Lord. The very — 


weapons that had been_used by Satan can then be 
turned against Satan. Education does not give us the 
power to do right; but the twice-born man whose 
mind is the mind of Christ can mightily use education. 
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Lesson for September 4 
1 Kings 3 : 4-15 


—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mary Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


If We Would Have the Roses.—Give 
thy servant ... an understanding heart 
to... . discern between good and evil (v. 
g). A woman and her child stopped to 
speak to a neighbor busy in her garden. 
The mother was given some beautiful 
roses, and the child begged for some. 
“Yes, if you will throw away your dan- 
delions,” was the reply. But the little 
hands were full of weeds which had 
seemed like treasures when they were 
gathered, and she was unwilling to drop 
them even for the beauties for which she 
was begging. Her hands could not be 
filled with weeds and still have any room 
left for the flowers. Just so must we 
make the choice as we go through life, 
choosing between the good and the bad, 
between the better and the best—From 
the Forward. Sent by Helen Palmer, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Three Cheers.—Happy is the man that 
findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth 
understanding (Golden Text). A well- 
known worker among sailors, the late 
Thomas Bone, once told his hearers of 
three good cheers, each of which was 
enjoined by the Lord Jesus Christ. The 


first is the cheer of forgiveness, as our- 


Saviour said, “Be of good cheer; thy 
sins be forgiven thee.” The second is 
the cheer of companionship, as Jesus said, 
“Be of good cheer: it is 1; be not afraid.” 
And the third is the cheer of victory: 
“Be of good cheer; I have overcome the 
world.” These three cheers cover the 
whole life, for it is a striking fact that 
they deal with our past, present, and 
future. The sin of the past is blotted 
out for the Christian, the continual fel- 
lowship of Christ is offered for the 
present, and the future will reveal Christ 
as the Conqueror over the world.—From 
the Globe. Sent_by Mrs. M. J. James, 
Toronto, Can. Prize illustration. 


w 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“**As for Me and My House.’” 
“Choosing.” 

“T’lt Decide for Jesus.” 

“Wilt You be Found Up There?” 
“Holy Spirit, Faithful Guide.” 

“Open My Eyes, That I May’ See.” 
“Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me.” 


(Titles: listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm_ book set to 
music, including also some other rts ef 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,’ publiche-+ 1] - 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“I Love Thy Law” (37: 1-3). Psalm 19: 9-14 
“More Than Life” (133: 1-3). Psalm 63: 1+7. 
“Better Than Silver and Gold” (240 : 1-3). 
. Psalm 119 : 65-72. 
“Upon Thy Precepts” (239 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 9-16. 


‘From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thy giving is always bet- 
ter than our asking. Patiently thou hast 
heard and denied our foolish requests. Lov- 
ingly thou hast overwhelmed us with thy 
good gifts when we have even tremblingly 
asked that which is within thy will for us. 
May we learn a new sense of values! May 
we not ask for empty and secondary things 
when thou, art:-waiting to give us thy first 
and best gifts. May we have the wisdom to 
ask for wisdom. In the name of our Lord 
Jesus we pray. Amen 


After the Lesson.—When carpenters 
build a house they don’t pay much atten- 
tion to the shingles and roof beams un- 
til the masons have laid a foundation. 


* Even then they lét-the roof alone until 


they have laid the sills and set up the 
frame, and, — well, you wouldn’t yourself 
expect to put up a good house from the 
top down! How about life? Are some 
of us forgetting first things while very 
busy with things that come second and 
third? What was it that Solomon asked 
for in his dream? Yes, an understand- 
ing heart. Why, what good would riches 
and honor do without that? None at all. 
Only harm, Are you asking the Lord 
for the greatest, the best, the first gifts? 
Let us pray today that we, too, may have 
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what Solomon asked God to give him. 
Will the pastor lead us? 





SOLOMON 


Ameen RIGHT 
NSWERED BUNDANTLY 


HOW DO WE ASK? 











For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


F NOT entirely familiar with the clos- 

ing years of David's life, begin with 
the thirteenth chapter of 2 “Samuel, and 
read through the third chapter of 1 
Kings, and in & few simple words tell 
the class how God’s word came true, as 
it always does, and that David’s great sin 
filled all of these last years with bitter 
sorrow and trouble. Yet, in 2 Samuel 22, 
we find David’s wonderful song of de- 
liverance and praise, for before his death 
he conquered all of Israel’s enemies, col- 
lected a great deal of silver, gold, brass, 
iron, and beautiful stones for the house 
that Solomon was to build for his Gad, 
and had Solomon, his son, anointed king 
over a kingdom at peace with all other 
nations. Perhaps no king ever came to 
a throne under such happy conditions, 
and perhaps no king ever had ‘such ear- 


nest prayers offered for him as Solomon. | 


See Psalm 72. 

Solomon loved the Lord, and at the 
very beginning of his reign he went to 
Gibeon, where the Tabernacle was, and 
offered a thousand burnt offerings upon 
God’s great altar of brass. This was 


pleasing to God, who came to Solomon in }. 


a dream, and said to him, “Ask what I 
shall give thee.” Now Solomon might 
have asked great things for himself, but 
we are glad that he did not. We are 
glad; too, that he did not think that he 
knew already how to rule. He was un- 
selfish enough to think of others, and 
humble enough to ask to be taught. We 
are sure the Holy Spirit helped him make: 
the choice that he did, perhaps by calling 
to his mind the earnest, loving words 
of his father. 

It pleased God that Solomon asked for 
wisdom to rule the people instead of. 
riches, or long life, or the life of his 
enemies. So the Lord gave him what he 
asked for—even making him the wisest 
man who had ever lived. He knew-about 
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trees, flowers, birds, beasts, bugs, worms, 
and fishes. He knew about people, too, 


and settled hard questions for his people, 


and he wrete many wise things ‘telling 
people how to live. All people heard 
of Solomon’s wisdom, and many came 
from other countries to hear him talk. 
Once a queen came from a far-off coun- 
try to hear his wisdom, and to learn about 
the true God. 

Besides’ wisdom, God gave Solomon 
great riches and honor, and promised him 
long life if he would live according to 


the wisdom given him and keep God’s 
laws. ThYS is the law of God's king- 
dom. Long years after God spoke to 


Solomon, Jesus said, “Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, ... and all these things 
shall. be added unto you” (Matt. 6: 33). 
Let the children tell you what they 
would ask for, if God should say to them 
what he said to Solomon. Then tell them 
that he does say to each one, “Ask what 
I shall give thee,” and he listens to see if 
they ask for real blessings. And al- 
though there is no throne for them lke 
Solomon’s, still there is a kingdom of a 
different sort, but: just as real, for each 
girl and boy in your class. Jesus says 
that God hears and answers every prayer 
that we offer in Jesus’ name. 
Sing “The Child of a King.” 
CurntTon, S. .C, 
a 
Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This. Week. 


1. The secret of right choices. 
2. The use of right choices, 











[* SOMEBODY were to propose to 
that dear Katherine in your class that 
she desert her home, leave it and disown 
it, she would surely not choose to ac- 
cept that proposition. But she may choose, 
day by day, to negiéct the little things 
that make that home complete and sweet 
to all its members; she may even re- 
peatedly disregard the rightful authority 
of that: heme in what seem to her little 
and unimportant ways. She may be hab- 
itually late to breakfast; late in return- 
ing. from evening outings, slow. and selfish 
in sharing the home duties of the dining 
room and kitchen, thereby actually reduc- 
ing the peace and charm of that home, 
destroying its best influence in her own 
and others’ lives. 
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1. Can you help your girls to see that 
this business of choosing thé best things 
and. ways is not, usually, offered to us 
in one great occasion, between two great 
things, one of which we at once recog- 
nize as unworthy, the other the ‘right 
choice to make? Mee gars will help 
you do that for your gwfls. It seemed a 
very little thing the young king asked, or 
chose, in his vision dream — only a “hear- 
ing heart” (marginal reading, “American 
Standard Version, for “understanding 
heart,” 1 Kings 3:9 and 12). Just the 
heart of one “not wise in his own con- 
ceits” was the initial choice of this young 
king who might have chosen any of the 
seemingly great things of kingly power 
—riches, honor, fame, wisdom, power. 
But from that “hearing heart” grew every 
one of these things, as time proved. And 
God himself commended this choice of 
Solomon’s, which seemed such a little 
thing among all that he might have asked. 

Can you-help your, girls tu think of 
some of these little (?) things they may 
choose, right now, that will surely lead 
to_the greater things as the years go 
by? How about promptness in every ap- 
pointment, neatness and thoroughness in 
every ‘laily doing, courtesy and kindness 
in every human contact? Surely every 
girl may choose these worth while “lit- 
tle” things if she will, instead of their 
opposites. How about good books, of 
real literary or other values, instead of 
wasting time on the trash — and worse — 
in the many worthless magazines of tho 
day? How about refusing to lower her 
musical taste, as well as the fine edge of 
her womanly modesty, on the equally un- 


| worthy music of the popular sort, in- ~ 


stead learning to love, by familiar use, 
the best? In nothing can a girl exer- 
cise choice more helpfully, or the re- 
verse, than in the choice of her own 
companions, both among girls and boys. 
She need not, if she will not, “go with” 
the girl she knows is lowering her whole 
nature; nor need she make “dates” with 
boys of the same sort: Every single one 
of these little things may loom large 
in the sum total of a girl’s life. Help 
your girls to see that, and to want to 
choose the fine and worthwhile things, 
while the power of choice is theirs. 


2. But, having chosen the best, many 
dozen times a week perhaps, they must 
make constant use of the way or thing 
chosen, that it may become part of their 
habit of living. An interesting illustra- 
tion of this is found in the very next 
incident in the Bible, in this king’s life. 
Tell your girls the story of Solomon’s 
wise decision between those two women 
and the one baby, noting how his wise 
judgment grew out of his “hearing heart.” 
If only Solomon had remained as sensi- 
tive to God’s voice as to men’s! 


Home Study 
Make a written list-this week of every 
choice you make. Consider each choice 
in the light of this lesson. 
Decatur, GA. 
we 


Say, Fellows— 


Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Choice, 

Discussion: When is the choosing time 
in a fellow’s life? If he makes one bad 
choice, or two, or more, does that bar 
him from making yet a wise choice? 

Objective: Letting God choose for you. 


AY, fellows, a world-famous pugilist 

passed through my town last night 
at midnight. Newspaper reporters were 
at the station to get an interview, but 
the big fellow was asleep in his berth 
and orders‘ had been given that he be 
not disturbed. But his trainers talked 
to the reporters, and they said he was 
in the pink of condition and confident 
of his victory over the world champion 
in September. The only thing they 
thought worthy to mention was that he 
neither smokes nor drinks and had cut 
out of his life “everything of that. kind” 
that might impair his physical and mental 
powers. _When I read that I marveled 
that a man would deny himself: these 
supposedly gratifying indulgences that he 
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might win a prize of such doubtful value 
—a pugilistic championship. Yet even 
from the low level of professional pugil- 
ism, the athlete made a wise choice. The 
question that arose in my mind was, If 
this is a wise choice for a pugilist, why 
should it not be a wiser choice for one 
who’ miust bring-to a higher task similar 
physical and mental powers which must 
be conserved? Any fellow with a life 
to live’ may aim miles higher than pugil- 
ism—and many do. Yet some of these 
seem so reckléss of their opportunity to 
win as to yield to the cigarette habit. 
Maybe they are humbugged by the big 
advertisements which claim that cigarettes 
give strength to athletes and smoothness 
of voice to great singers! Those adver- 
tisements are a poor compliment, to the 
intelligence of the public. They remind 
us of what P. T. Barnum said, “The 
world. likes to be fooled.” 

Solomon had an interview with God, 
and God gave him an opportunity to 
choose. He asked for an Pome yas 
heart that he might discern. between goo 
and bad. That. implied, of course, that, 
seeing the difference, he might always 
seize the good and reject the bad. Solo- 
mon’s reason for that reauest (as if he 
had to give God a reason!) was that 
as the ruler of ‘so great a people he had 
a big task before him. Therefore he 
warited to measure up to his life work. 

Fellows, you have just as big an -op- 
portunity in the life you are to live as 
you are willing to prepare for. Just 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





Solomon's Wise Chor'ce 
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as big as you are willing to choose. God 
does not limit you ‘ini ‘the bigness of the 
service. y6u may do for him if you are 
willing to qualify for it.~ And he wants 
to help you qualify. There is no point 
in the game where God is unwilling to 
inject his hand of power, to your ad- 
vantage. That simply means invincibil- 
ity. 

It is not luck that makes success and 
it isn’t bad luck that makes failure. It 
is being prepared. “And preparation is 
preceded by: choice. What you choose is 
the advance announcement gi what you'll 
be and what you'l! do. 

The fellow who prepares with a wise 
choice is the fellow. who will approach 
the supreme crisis of his: life unafraid 
and confident. One thing that has im- 
pressed the world if Lindbergh’s amazing 
performances is” the . utter fearlessness 
with which he goes into them. I notice 
he neither drinks nor smokes. A fel- 
low who is temperate can afford to cut a 
night’s sleep and fly to Washington and 
back in ‘his dress suit! 

It is worth a lot to be able to ap- 
proach the big job with confidence. Life 
is the big job. God wants to give us the 
very finest equipment for it. Paul wrote 
to Timothy: “For God hath not given 
us the spirit of fear; but of power, and 
of love, and of a sound mind” (2 Tim. 
1:7). What a capital to work with! No 
fear, but confidence. Fear is a fearful 
handicap. Shakespeare exclaimed: “O 
that men should put an enemy in their 
mouths, to steal away their brains!” And 
with the thinking power dulled, befogged, 
the tyrant Fear sits in the cockpit and 
takes hold of the “stick.” But the serv- 
ant of the wise choice has no fear. He 
has power —and he is conscious of it. 
He has love and he exercises it. He has 
a sound, clear thinking-mind, and he 
rejoices in. it. 

Fellows, let God help you choose! 

- GREENSBORO, N. C. 


] 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the tesson of August 28) 


1. In his love of self and in disregard of 
God’s directions as to the sacrifice. 


2. In his love of money. 


3. Through his love of the beautiful, a God- 
given trait, which, like all fine and delicate 
things, may be put to both high uses or 
low abuses. 

4.In its beginning. A 

5. The seventh, the tenth, the ninth, and 
the sixth, “Oh, what a tangled web.” 

6. The parable or story method. 


7. It led David to pronounce judgment upon 
his own sin. 


8. Personal. 


9. A king’s right to take whatever he 
wanted—even to another man’s wife — was 
the standard of David’s day. Any other 
(heathen) king would have been rather com- 
thended than condemned by his fellows for 
doing just what David did. As to the 
lesser (?) sins of lying and deceiving, the 
end would have justified the means accord- 
ing to any heathen code of morals, and the 
murder at the climax would have been a 
matter of fate for which nobody would have 
been held to account. The element of cow- 
ardice in David’s secondhand way of get- 
ting what he wanted might have been the 
only thing despised by his heathen con- 
temporaries. 


10. The full. and detailed account of what 
David had done to get Bath-sheba closes 
with this statement: “But the thing that 
David had done displeased Jehovah” (2 Sam. 
11: 27b). God condemned the whole course 
of David’s actions, and sent a messenger to 
him to bring this condemnation home ‘to his 
heait'in the most telling way possible, - to 
bring him to true repentance. 

1r. The mercy of the Greater King than 
David spared him. 

12, Matthew 5: 21-32 will give you Jesus’ 
direct answer to that question. 

13. “Where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound” (Rom. 5: 20). 

14. A true soldier should never live at 
ease while the armies of the Lord are facing 
the enemy. 


15. The Devil finds work for-idle hands 
to do. 
oe 


The Sunday School Times’ books per- 
petuate the weekly message. A descrip- 
tive list sent on request. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





September 11. How Should I Spend God’s 
Portion of My Moriey? Mal. 3 : 8-12; 
2 Cor. 8 : 1-5, 9. . 

September 18. What's Wrong and What’s 
Right With the Movies? 2 Pet. 2: 1-3; 
Phil. 4: 8. 

September 25. .What Would Happen if All 
Church-Members Were Really Christians? 
1 Cor. 13. 1-13. 

October 2. How Can We Make Our Society 
More Successful? Phil. 3: 13-17. (Con- 
secration meeting.) 


Sunday, September 4 
The Use and Abuse of the Tongue 
(Jas. 3: 1-18) (Consecration 
meeting ) 





Mon.—Guard the tongue (Matt. 12 ;: 34-37). 
Tues.—What the tongue tells (Jas. 1 : 26). 
Wed.—The tongue abused (2 Sam. 16 : 5-14). 
Thurs.—The kindly word (Acts 9 : 26-31). 
Fri—Words of warning (2 Tim, a : 16-26). 
Sat.—Words of prayer (Psa. go : 1-17). 











How may we gain control of our tongue? 
How should a Christianized tongue always 
speak? 


In what ways do men today abuse speech? 


HE former dean of a well-known 
_4 Bible school used to be fond of driv- 
ing home the importance of keeping one’s 
tongue under control by saying: 

“I often hear a good many folks sing, 
‘O for a thousand tongues to sing,’ when 
I know that some of those good folks 
have difficulty because of the one they 
have. I don’t know what they would 
do with a thousand.” 


* 


we 
God’s Word has much to say regarding 
the right and the wrong use of the 
tongue. It will be helpful to have read 
in your young people’s meeting a num- 
ber of these verses. The following are 
suggestive, but a good concordance will 
give you many more,—for the wrong 
use, Job 15:5; Psalm 10:7; 50:19; 52: 
1-4; 57:4; 140:3; Jeremiah 9: 3-5, 8; 
for the right use of the tongue, Psalm 
34:13; Proverbs 10:20; 12:18; 15:2, 
4; 21:23; 1 Peter 3:10, 
we 
It is easy for most of us to understand 
how much harm the tongue can do. Most 
of us have had first-hand experience of 
the sting and hurt of another’s sharp 
words or untruthful and unfair state- 
ments. Few of us can plead guiltless 
to the charge of having indulged in the 
cruel practice of wounding another with 
our tongue. The great problem for us 
is, “What are we going to do about it?” 
Are we merely going to recognize that 
the tongue is capable of great evil as 
well as great good, -and then go on in 
the old way, not being able to control 
our tongue when provoked or injured or 
tempted? Will making up our mind to 
control our tongue be enough? Will 
even checking hasty or unkind words 
before they are uttered be the real vic- 
tory? - 


Suppose some one were to ask you to 
take a wooden or metal cover and go to 
Yellowstone Park and bottle up Old 
Faithful, the great geyser there. How 
long do you suppose you could keep it 
from erupting? Atl would go well after 
you had placed the cover, until the time. 
came for eruption. You do not need to 
be told that neither your strength nor- 
that of ten others could hold the cover 
down when the geyser went into action. 

But suppose by some miracle you could 
bring about a change down deep in‘ the 
heart “of the earth where that geyser 
has its origin. Suppose you could quiet 
those boiling erupting waters at their 
source. A little child could then safely 
sit-upon the cover. A change is needed 
in the human heart to deal with the very 
source of the cruel and thoughtless and 
ill-advised words that we speak. 

It is not strange then that we find 





James, in our Scripture lesson, asking 





AUGUST 20, 1927 


the question, “Doth a-fountain send forth 
at ‘the same place sweet water and bit- 
ter? .... For where envying and strife 
is, there is confusion and évery.evil work. 
But the wisdom that is’ from above is 
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy 
to be intreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality, and. without. 
hypocrisy” (Jas. 3:11, 16, 17). The 
tongue indeed is a little member (Jas. 
3:5), but it is powerful because it is the 
imstrument of the inward .thonghts, and 
of the desires and impulses of the heart. 
Until the grace of God changes the heart 
from the vile, desperately wicked thing 
it naturally is (Jer. 17:9); and trans- 
forms it into a clean, pure heart such 
as David asked for (Psa. 51:10), we can- 
not successfully put any curb upon the 
tongue. Truly, no man can tame the 
tongue (Jas. 3:8). It takes the very 
power of God to work the change that 
will put into your heart and mine the 
spirit of meekness and forbearance and 
thoughtfulness. that -will do. more than 
check the impulsive or. angry words, but 
will take away the very impulse or de- 
sire to say the hasty, bitter, or unkind 
thing. 


Does becoming ‘a Christian not mean 
that such impulses are destroyed? God's 
Word makes it very clear that it is 
his will that this should be the case, and 
that he has made ample provision that 
this should be true of every Christian. 
But you and I have not always let him 
have his way with us. Again and again, 
we have insisted upon running. our life 
after we have come to know him ‘as 
Saviour. He cannot possibly: keep us if 
we do not leave ourselves in his keep- 
ing. When we deliberately take out of 
his hands the control of our life, he 
cannot do many of the things that he 
longs- to do for us as our all-victorious 
Lord. If we are having difficulty with 
our tongue it is because it is not under 
his control, even though we may be true, 
saved Christians. 

Shall we not do then the thing he bas 
asked us to do, as born again children 
of ‘God, —yield ourselves unto God as 
those who are alive from the dead, and 
all our members as instruments of right- 
eousness unto God (Rom. 6: 13), to pre- 
sent these bodies of ours, with their 
every faculty, unto God, a living sacri- 
fice, holy, acceptable, which is our rea- 
sonable service~ (Rom. 12:1), that he 
may indeed “season” our speech and guard 
our lips and control and use these unruly 
tongues of ours in ways utterly beyond 
our own strength or power? 

we. 

Am I trying to control my tongue? 

Am TI satisfied with my control? 

Are others satisfied with my control? 

Am I willing to let the Lord Jesus Christ 
control it for me? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





Children at Home 











A New Kind of Alarm Clock 
By Hilda Richmond 


HE alarm clock was. broken, and 

Jimmy and Ellen were in-great dis- 
tress. They were spending a week with 
Aunt Hallie on the big farm, and Cousin 
Ben had promised to take them along on 
a fishing trip if they were up and dressed 
at daybreak. Aunt Hallie was. deaf and. 
could not be depended tipon to wake early, 
so it looked as if the children would have 
to miss the trip as they never woke in 
the morning until-the sun was. high. 

‘Maybe you'll hear the cock crowing,” 
said Aunt Hallie, not wishing them to 
miss the trip. 

“Too far away!” said Jimmy sadly. 
“We never do hear him” ~— 

“T know,” said Ellen, and then she 
clapped both hands on her mouth. “Come 
out here and I’!l tell you.” 

Presently the children were rumag- 
ing in the dusty attic for something. “It’s 
gone!” said Ellen. “We can’t do it.” 

But Jimmy ran down to ask Aunt 
Hallie something. . “We were looking 
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Lesson for September ¢ 
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eyond vang e ism mnitained ta ae “decades “ex. that O ; Ow e€ ca es 


atmosphere. But in this catalogue there 
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Do not fear ; 
old age, 
Provide for it now 


Thousands of men and women fear to face old 
age because they fear they may be in want at 
a time of life woen their earning power has 
vanished. 


Now is the time to provide for a cheerful, free- 
from-financial-worry old aye—to assure yours 
this by inventing ia "Asteas Bible tock 

is inves erican 
Annuity Bonds." no 
These Honds provide absolute safety and an 
attractive income for lite. They have been is- 
sued for over fifty years without loss to any 
investor and uce as pigh as 9% accord- 
ing to age of annuitant. They are convenient, 
eliminate expense, banish anxiety, remove 

burdens, and the income 
never shrinks. 

One bond can protect one, 
two, or three persons. 

Write today tor free - 
‘Tet that gives all the facts, 

Ask for No. 16 P. 


American Bible Society 
Bible House, 
Astor Pl., NewYork, N.Y. 


' 

| 

| 

Gentlemen: Please send | 

| your booklet No. 16 P, to } 
} 

i] 
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AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 





At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 


Literature on request. 














TONY [QROOK C1CHOOL 
forooge | )jorcalegey ) Cristion® 


A Christian preparatory school for boys 
stressing all-round development in an envi- 
ronment of high ideals and scholarly 
achievement. Prepares for all the leading 
colleges. Intensive work under college- 
trained teachers. Small classes. New 
$100,000 administration building. New 
chapel. Other modern buildings on 35-acre 
campus on the beautiful north shore of Long 
Island. Indoor and outdoor sports. For 
catalog address the Principal, Box S, 
Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 














Churches Need 
Trained Women 


Many opportunities await the trained woman, 
Pastor’s Assistants, Educational Directors, Mis- 
sionaries. One, two and three year courses. Ek 
$choo!l Diploma required. . Scholarships available. 
Central city location. For’booklet address 


Philadelphia School for Christian Workers 
Box S, 1122 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


EASTERN UNIVERSITY 


in the City of Philadelphia, Pa. 


A College of high grade, under strictly Christian 
influences. soa sreeuratery See. Schol- 
arly Faculty. School of the Bible and Chris- 
tianity. Many opportunities for self-help. 


Sessions Open September 14, 1927 
Write. for new bulletin. 


4410 York Road. Charles T. Ball, President 


Earn $25 Weekly Spare Time 


Writing for newspapers, magazines. _ Experience 
unnecessary. Details FREE. 


PP2S$ SYNDICATE, 1287, ST. LOUIS, MO. 


BRON ZETABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
dno. Williams, inc.. Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9). S56 W. 27th St.. New York City. 





























and yet developing remarkable virility and 
spiritual power. 
Tues.—1 Chronicles 28 : 1-10. 

David’s Charge to Solomon. 

David's charge to Solomon (vs. 9, 
10) is God’s charge to us. God is look- 
ing for perfect hearts and willing minds 
today. Seck him, and find; forsake him, 
and lose his favor. He offers you the 
choice of two possible destinies. “Take 
heed now.” Hath the Lord chosen thee 
to build him “an house”? (1 Cor. 3: 11- 
17§-f FO 2: §.) 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Belgian Gospel Mission, whose directors 
are Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Norton, and 
whose American headquarters is at 323- 
327 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, This 
mission is accomplishing under Ged an al- 
most phenomenal work in Belgium. Pray 
for all European missions. 
Wed.—1 Chronicles 29 : 10-19. 

Joy and Thanksgiving. 

“Give ..... my son a perfect heart” 
(vs 19). What better’ prayer’ could a 
father offer? Did God answer? Yes, 
as Monday’s reading indicated. Why 
then did not Solomon continue to “‘keep’’? 
(v. 19.) Because there was another 
“keep” (Prov. 4:23) that he did -not 
keep. And there is a “keep” (Jude 21) 
that we also must keep if we are to ex- 
pect Ged to “keep” us (Jude 24). God's 
“keepings” are not wholly one-sided. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray again, by 
name as far as possible, for every Bible 
training school in America, many of 
whose fall terms open next week.. Pray 
that students may be taught the essential 
conditions of prevailing prayer, as well 
as the great evangelical truths_of the 
Bible. God means the Word and prayer 
to be inseparable. 

Thurs.—Ecclesiastes 9 : 13-18. t 
Wisdom a Defegse. 

How true is verse 15, as re-enacted 
again and again! And yet, though “wis- 
dom is better than strength,” how often 
is “the poor man’s wisdom despised’ ! 
Wisdom’s popularity is usually short- 
lived. For perhaps a moment popular, 
then despised, then after its exemplar 
dies, his popularity- may revive. For the 
best wisdom of all see Proverbs 9g: 10. 

Praver Suacestions: Pray for the 
Fulton Street Noon Prayer-Meeting (113 
Fulion Street, New York City), which 
from 1857, that is_for seventy years, has 
maintained daily prayer-mectings. Would 
that there were a similar testimony m 
every American city. Let.us pray for 
this, Gop IS ABLE. 


Fri.—Matthew 6: 25-34. Life’s Priorities. 


All the “priorities” of this chapter, and 
ef the entire Bible, are summed up in 
verse 33; which opens with one all-in- 
clusive command, proceeds with two all- 
inclusive “priorities,” and closes with one 
all-inclusive promise. How to find and 
to enter the kingdom of God is told in 
John 14:6; 3:7; and Matthew 18: 3. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
New York Gospel Mission to the Jews 
(137 Avenue B, New York City). Very 
few Jewish missions are more worthy of 
suppori. Pray by name for as many such 
missions as vou are able. The minds of 
the Jews were never more open, 
Sat.—Luke 11 : 5-13. 

God’s Good Gifts for the Asking. 

Why is it that when God’s promises 
are so rich and full and definite so few 
of his children take them at their face 


value? Is it not because so few, al- 
though “converted,” become “as little 
children”? (Matt. 18:3.) How few, 


though theoretically or professedly meet- 
ing all the conditions of answered prayer, 
really res? in God as their Father! 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for God’s 
people everywhere, and that the months 
immediately ahead may witness great 
spiritual advances. There is NOTHING too 
hard for God, even in apostate times. 
Pray for all pastors, misstonaries, evan- 
aelists, and Bible teachers. 
Sun.—Proverbs 8 : 12-19. Why Seek. Wisdom? 


The best gift of all is that of the Holy 
Spirit (Luke 11:13). He who lives and 
walks in the fullness of the Spirit has 
indeed the “wisdom that is from above” 
(read Jas. 3:17). How different- that 


-THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





(Lesson 


wisdom from earthly wisdom! The for- 
mer has promise of “durable riches and 
righteousness” (v. 18) as well as the sup- 
ply of earthly needs. Enumerate all the 
benefits of wisdom as mentioned in these 
verses. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 





for September 4, AUGUST 20, 1927 


boys and girls of Sour Sunday-school, 
and for ali the teachers and officers. Pray 
for your pastor his family. Pray 
forall this day’s services; ask, too, for 
the. salvation of souls. Is your church 
really throwing ow. “the life line’? 
Pray that it may. And are you? Ask 
God to help you. ; 








Rally Day is a 
golden rtune 
ity. It means the 
beginning of a new 
year with new in- 
terest and new en- — 
paeeem. Nothing 

tings so large an 
attendance as at- 
tractive invitations 
to the Rally Day 





GET READY FOR RALLY DA¥ 


INVITATION POST CARDS 





No. 1026—Beginners & Primary 








POSTCARDS 
in full color 
a3 designs 
eas MESSAGE ON 
ec Gey Re REVERSE 
frees SIDE 
20c a dozen or 
$1.25 a 100, 
postpaid 





service. No. 1050—Cradle Roll | 


as 
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BS igs recap. 


No. 1051—Beginners No. 1052—Primary 
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_— S| 
No. 1053—Juniors 





No. 1055 Adults 








REOPENING DAY CARDS 4 Reminder Chat Regular Services Are About to Be Rewired 
No. 980 S36 eS ae 
Boys and Girls 


No. 984 
For any Department 


20 cents a dozen, or 
$1.25 a 100, postpaid 





-, 


No. 984 





THE VACATION TRUNK REOPENING INVITATION, $1.50 a 100, postpaid 


diat. 





A mailing card folder. A novelty wi 


ing ims 

card stock and is about the size of a post card when folded. The invitation is in verse, 

urging attendance on next Sunday, the happy reopening day. 
church and school. 


attention. Printed in colors on stiff 
This.is adapted to both 








for decoration. 


SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED FOLDER FOR RALLY DAY: 
Invitation Post Cards, Souvenirs, Promotion Certificates, and Flags 


Free on Request. 











THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 


Headquarters: Philadelphia, Witherspoon Building 












and 
Rally Day 
Supplies 


Our service-takes 
care of every detail. 
We can supply you 
with everything: needed 
to insure one big, en- 
thusiastic Rally—Invi- 
tation Post-cards, Pro- 
motion Certificates, 
Souvenirs, Buttons, 
Tags, Programs. Send 
25c. and we will mail 
you a sample set of 
supplies, together with 
an eight-page bulletin 
describing our full line, 


The Standard Publishing Company 
Dept, Eighth and Cutter Sts., Cincinnati, 0, 





te <Oe. a desea; 
81.00 a 100, 

















RALLY DAY PROGRAMS 
Are easy to plan with a few copies of our 
“Rally Day Suggestion Book No, 1” 


Songs, recitations and exercises in abund: 
depertnente. Three (3) copies make = eounamarean 
ply. Price: 3 copies, $t.oo. Single copy, 40c, 

e Box 439 
91 7th Avenue 
NewYork, N.Y. 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 
mae ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: 
no other I like as well.”” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 1568 Fifth Avenue, New York 


‘ 





| NEW YORK. 156 Fifth Ave. CINCINNATI, 420 Elm St. T. LOUIS, 914 Pine St. 
* CHICAGO, 125 N. Wabash Ave. NASHVILLE, 711 Church St. FRANCISCO, 
PITTSBURGH, Granite Building 234 McAllister St. 
Promotion ||| 4 New Service for Rally Day 





GLAD RALLY DAY 
[245 Glad THIS service is com- 


plete with Scripture 
reading, new songs, reci- 
tations, etc A special 
page 1s included for the 
rimary division. Sure 
to please and certain to 
inspire all who take part 
as well as thuse who is- 
e free to 










= oe anwono Pastor i - 
i=: 8 aurren qmoure dent. separa 
$6.00 a hundred 
$3.25 for fifty 








80 cents a dozen 
Single copies, 7: cents each. 
Send for Illustrated Circular of Rally Day Supplies 


lag Eintsnn Presa 











1701-1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


YMNS from the Heart 
107 Inspiring Gospel Hymns by th 
World’s Greatest Hymn Writers “f 
Stebbins, Siuthey, Gebcisl, Tovey. 
Voie sole. A ee ame 
25c Each, $12.50 per 100. “Retumable coor 
Rev. J. H. LARSON, Lake Shore Drive, Lake Geneve, Wis. 






































eed 












Ps o.0 SS aeH4 571 8s ee Ss MD 






eee ~ Ee SF 





ae 





